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Salman Rushdie and the American Empire v

Editorial

It is my great pleasure to present this issue of Intellectual Resonance-
DCAC Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, Volume III, Issue V, March, 2017  as
promised in our previous issue, September 2016, since all papers received by
us could not be accommodated in that issue. The Journal is multidisciplinary
in concept and welcomes articles on all disciplines. Intellectual Resonance offers
its readers an eclectic selection of wide ranging articles from varied disciplines
of social sciences, cultural studies and other related disciplines.  All manuscripts
submitted will be peer reviewed.

The authors, however, must follow the ethical code of sending us original
unpublished articles and the onus of plagiarism, if detected, would lie on
them. Moreover, the ideas and views expressed in these articles are those of
the respective authors and the publishers of the Journal are not liable to any
responsibility for them. The Delhi College of Arts and Commerce through its
Journal, Intellectual Resonance is facilitating publishable academic space to
authors for an expression of their intellectual ideas. However, the copyright
of the articles remains with the respective authors.

We look forward to your continuing participation in contributing articles
to make the Journal a success.

I would also like to thank and congratulate my Editorial Board for their
continuous efforts in making this issue possible.

Dr. Rajiv Chopra,
OSD-Principal
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Salman Rushdie and the American Empire

Uplabdhi Sangwan

Abstract- Salman Rushdie’s novels till The Moor’s Last Sigh (1995) have
thematically engaged with the Indian subcontinent and particularly Bombay.
This chapter looks atinstances that register an ideological shift in Rushdie’s
oeuvre from a critique of American  hegemony. The authors writings on Iraq
and Kashmir register a shift towards conceding moral sanction to the expansion
of the American frontier beyond the Pacific in the twentieth and twenty-first
century. The legitimacy is accorded through the trope of liberty, democracy
and freedom. These ideas are not novel but draw from rhetorical configurations
such as a ‘city upon a hill’ used by the earliest Puritan settlers, ‘American
Exceptionalism’, ‘Manifest Destiny’, etc.. This paper illustrates that this shift
in Rushdie’s negotiates with cognisance of countervailing aspect of
repressiveness with regard to the American military intervention on numerous
instances.

Key Words: American imperialism, Salman Rushdie, Frontier

The architecture of American ‘imperial formations’1 across Rushdie’s
non-fictional  and fictional writings register a shift in his reactions towards
the American empire. While his earlier writings engage with the theme of
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deleterious impact of the American empire, the author subordinates this theme
in his later writings. The Jaguar Smile (1987) illustrates Rushdie’s critique of
American intervention in Nicaragua. In The Jaguar Smile theauthor renders
problematic the “US aid to la Contra, the counter-revolutionary army the
CIA had invented, assembled, organised and armed…in violation of
international law”.2  Laterin 1991 Rushdie’s non-fictional writings critically
contemplate the dramatic contrast between America’s professed self-image as
the “guardian of freedom and decency” on the one hand, with the ironical
denunciation by American President of “an elected government (in Nicaragua)
as a tyranny, while it is conveniently forgotten that for the previous fifty years
it was America who supported the real, full-blooded Somoza tyranny.”3 The
authoralludes to the role of CIA in giving the “Contras ground plans, blue
prints and maps of key Nicaraguan installations, to help them with their
terrorist programme.”4

To conceptualise the expansionist impulse of the American foreign policy
in the twentieth century, Rushdie invokes the Frontier Thesis provided by the
historian F. J.Turner  as a “useful lens.”5 Rushdie describes America as
a“country born with the urge to push a frontier westwardshas needed,
constantly, to find new frontiers, ever since itreached the Pacific”.6 The idea
that military interventions insovereign states is a legitimate foreign policy is
aligned to the“frontier psychology” where the “regeneration of fortunes”
through “violence” became the “structuring metaphor” of the“American
experience”.7 The idea of the Frontier has influenced“American political and
historical debates since the 1890s” andwas evoked through the phrase “New
Frontier” by Kennedy to rally the country against Communism and the “social
and economic injustices that foster it.”8 This phrase also shaped the “language
through which the resultant wars would beunderstood by those who
commanded and fought them.”9 The military intervention in the purported
rogue states is oneof the modus operandi used to expand the frontiers of
theAmerican empire.

By 1999 Rushdie formulates the argument against whathe describes as
the “anti-American sentiment.”10 He asserts that“freedom” exists “in greater
quantity in the countries of theWest than anywhere on the earth” and the
United States was“the best guarantor.”11 He enlists “freedom” as a “universal
value” along with other universals such as “international conglomerates and
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the interests of super-powers.”12  This is a shift in his writings from an earlier
critique of the American empire in The Jaguar Smile and Imaginary Homelands
mentioned above.

Salman Rushdie’s quotes from “The altered states of anti-Americanism”
and “Fight the good fight” below provide adefinitive evidence of a shift towards
casting America throughthe rhetoric of ‘Empire of Liberty’.

“Many Kashmiris will be angry that their long-standing desire
for an autonomous state is beingignored for the sake of US
real politik…Apparently Osama bin Laden and Saddam
Hussein are terroristswho matter; Hindu fanatics and Kashmiri
killersaren’t.”13

“…as the anti war protests grow in size and volume…there is
a strong, even unanswerable case for “regimechange” in
Iraq.”14

These quotes are from articles that were written by Salman Rushdie as a
reaction to the US invasion of Iraq. In the first quote Salman Rushdie appears
to assess the conditionof human rights in Kashmir to be as dismal and as
desperateas the one that existed in Iraq.15 He seems to insinuate a need for an
intervention of the kind undertaken by America in Iraq. The tacit moral
sanction to military intervention in the firstquote appears to be reiterated in
the second quote. The author distinguishes the military intervention in Iraq
as a legitimate exercise and urges that “the world must stop sitting on itshands
and join the Americans and British” in effecting the regime change in Iraq.16

Even as the author contemplates American military imperial intervention
as a legitimate  act to purportedly upholdthe idea of liberty in context of Iraq
and Kashmir; the author also registers cognisance of countervailing aspect of
repressiveness with regard to the American military intervention on numerous
instances. Rushdie describes such interventions as “a highly selective pursuit
of American vendettas.”17 This admission is reiterated in his subsequent article
“Fight the good fight” from which the second quote above hasbeen taken.
The military interventions reflect “preemptive,unilateralist instincts” that
appear as “bullying.”18 The pro-imperial ideological shift illustrated above
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therefore interactswith these contrasting perspectives. These interactions in
the fictional writings entail narrative strategies that  ultimately seekto emphasise
the fundamental values of liberty and freedom that the empire is claimed to
fortify. For instance the immigrants who are drawn to America in anticipation
of freedom frompoverty and repression are a crucial leitmotif in Shalimar the
Clown. They regulate the image of America as a space that upholds human
rights, freedom and civil liberties. In Shalimar the Clown,the U.S is a sanctuary
for the persecuted, those fleeing repressive regimes, or looking for
opportunities. The novel depicts immigrants from the Philippines, Central
and East European countries speaking “strange tongues” who “might have
been Georgian, Croatian, Uzbek…the Baltic, from the Balkans, from the vast
Mongolian plains.”19  Other immigrants who receive sanctuary in America
include the two key characters i.e. Max Ophulus, the Jewish French resistance
fighter; and India, the illegitimate daughter of Boonyi, the Kashmiri girl Max
seducesas the US Ambassador in India. Even  Rushdie’s own experience in
Joseph Anton, depicts that America made possible his accessto freedom post
the oppressiveness of years of living in hidingdue to the fatwa. He sought to
relocate to America as the country gave Rushdie’s family “a taste
of…freedom.”20 The narrative later provides an account of New York where
“hislife was in his own hands.”21

When confronted by his detractors who interpreted these writings as
reflecting a pro-American neo-imperialist stance, Rushdie proffered a rebuttal
in “No fondness for the Pentagon’s politics” and emphasized his participation
in anti-war events and his vocal criticism of the Iraq  war.22 Inspite of his
rebuttal the author appears to participate in the discursive practice is premised
on a preexisting rhetorical identification of the Westas the site of fundamental
universal values such as liberty and freedom; and conversely with their crises
in the rest of theworld. The works of Samuel Huntington, Benjamin Barber,
Robert Kaplan, Niall Ferguson etc. epitomise this discursive practice. In 2004
Robert Kaplan proposed “In Defense of Empire” that the value of American
empire resembles that ofthose historically provided by empires.23 This value
is describedas a constructive role performed by empires by providing “themost
benign form of order for thousands of years, keeping theanarchy of ethnic,
tribal, and sectarian war bands to areasonable minimum.”24 Kaplan proceeds
to describe the American role in Kosovo and Bosnia as such an instance. This
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very logic under girds Rushdie’s mandate to militaryintervention as a legitimate
response albeit under the rubricof “a broad international coalition” to safeguard
ideals of liberty.25 This military aspect of the imperial formation is conversely
accompanied by the fact that the US borders are more “closely policed” and
“their porosity” is a function of “who (or what) is going through, and in what
direction, in or out.”26 This scenario is contrary to the claims of a “decentered”
and “deterritorializing” order of the “Empire”which Michael Hardt and
Antonio Negri argue is accompanied by a decline of the idea of the nation
state.27

Rushdie’s shift towards the discursive practice described above has had
serious ramifications as America has in recent decades invaded legitimate
national territories in the ostensiblepursuit of liberty.  This includes for instance
war on Iraq mentioned above. In contrast to Rushdie’s mandate to American
military interventions, Noam Chomsky charges thatthe “pretexts for the
invasion of Iraq” have suffered a collapseas “no weapons of mass destruction,
no Al Qaeda tie to Iraq, no connection between Iraq and 9/11” were
discovered.28 As a result “Bush’s speechwriters had to conjure up something
new… conjured up his messianic vision to bring democracyto the Middle
East.”29 Chomsky cites yet another commentator David Ignatius who
irrespective of the lack of discovery of the WMD described the invasion of
Iraq as “the most idealisticwar” as it “toppled a tyrant and created the
possibility of a democratic future.”30 The disastrous consequences of
occupation of another nation by the US unleashed horrific conditions for the
residents. Chomsky describes the US siege of Fallujah by drawing a comparison
with the genocide in Srebrenica in 1995. For instance during the siege the
military age civilian men fleeing Falluja were turned back to their certain
deaths. “The only difference is the United States bombed the Iraqis out of the
city, they didn’t truck them out.”31 Chomsky  draws attention to the use of
the term “genocide, when the Serbs do it. When we do it, it’s liberation.”32

Rushdie’s shifting position towards American war in Iraq has been asubject of
controversy given  his assertion in the Step Across This Line that “the authority
of the United States were the best current guarantor of that “freedom”.”33

This mandate, despite assertions to lack of “fondness for the Pentagon’s
politics” hinges on selections and deletions. These include disregard of
preceding acts of strategic alliance formed by the USadministration with
Osama bin Laden34 and Saddam Hussein.35
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The moral sanction that Rushdie grants to the American military
interventions in the purported rogue states circulate in conjunction with his
attempts to draw attention to violations of human rights36 in Kashmir.37

Stephen Morton comments that Rushdie’s recent writings express a
“resignation to, and even at times a tacit approval for, America’s unilateralist
foreign policy.”38 Rushdie’s reactions to the modus operandi of American
imperialism unmask the dissimilitude in the parameters of legitimacy accorded
to the expansion of the American frontier beyond the Pacific in the twenty-
first century on one hand, and the illegitimacy accorded to the Indian sovereign
territory on the other hand. Shalimar the Clown (2005) is shaped by such an
uneven logic.39 The two dissimilar gauges are configured to view America as
a benevolent neoliberal state that asserts its “hegemony”40 and in contrast the
latter i.e. India is charged as an illegitimate occupier of Kashmir.41  The
peripheral reference to  American hegemony circulates in thenovel through
allusions to military interventions in Philippines, Vietnam, and Afghanistan.
These references areinstances of firstly a narrative strategy that subordinate
the impact of the empire; and secondly the continued tension between
attempts to depict American military imperial intervention as legitimate even
as the very consciousness ofthese historical moments registers the
countervailing aspectof the ruptures and repressiveness produced by them.
These attitudes suggest affiliations to the official narrative of  theOffice of the
Historian de-emphasizes the imperial character ofAmerica through descriptors
such as ‘U.S. Involvement’.42 The expansion of America has been naturalised
through rhetorical configurations such as a ‘city upon a hill’ used by the earliest
Puritan settlers, ‘American Exceptionalism’, ‘Manifest Destiny’,etc.. American
military interventions in Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Philippines historically
are entrenched in this logic. Adelinking of these historic events from the legacy
of expansion of the American frontier and its simultaneous defence from
communism and Islam renders abstruse the assessment thatt hese historical
moments are derived from a long legacy ofimperialistic foreign policy. Paul
Dukes observes in his TheSuperpowers: A Short History that the “US foreign
policy since1945 had same foundations as before 1945: from the PilgrimFathers
through to the Founding Fathers to Woodrow Wilsonvia the Monroe Doctrine
and the frontier.”43 Shalimar the Clownappears to delink the imperial moments
in American history itrefers to from this legacy. Even though the novel is
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conscious of the extent and reach of the American power, the narrative eschews
labelling it as an empire and rather uses the term“hegemony.”44 The American
national space is forged in thenovel by using what Amy Kaplan calls the
“paradigm of denial” of the American empire.45 This exclusionary model
denies“traumas, exclusions, violence enacted centuries ago” thatmight still
linger in “contemporary identity formations.”46 The delinking and deemphasis
of the empire from the legacy ofexpansion produces explanations that interpret
U. Simperialism as an “aberration” or ascribes the motivations ofthe “fleeting
episode” of imperialism to “momentary psychological lapse” causally linked
to “misguided “moralidealism” of foreign policy elites, “public opinion”…
“masshysteria” etc..47 This exclusionary model infact helps effectuatea thematic
focus on India as an illegitimate occupier of Kashmirin the novel Shalimar
the Clown. Stephen Morton also observesthat Rushdie “subordinates” the
“allegory of American imperialism to an elegy of Kashmir.”48 Thus a scathing
critiqueof “Vietnamese children’s bodies” being burnt with“unquenchable
napalm fire” is accompanied by reparativevoices from within America.49 These
voices are led in the novel by Martin Luther King who marched against the
Vietnam War to the United Nations in 1967.

The second instance of reference to the expansionist US foreign policy
is of engagement with the mujahid so as tocounter the threat of “its own great
enemy” i.e. the USSR.50 The policy of defending the U.S frontier from a
perceived threat of Soviet Union entailed giving “weapons, blankets and
cash”to Afghans and the mujahid.51  In the novel, Abdurajak Janjalani,a
Philipino terrorist at the forward terrorist base camp called FC22 informs
Shalimar that Max Ophulus visited “the base togive weapons and support”.52

Later during Shalimar’s trial afterhis infiltration into the U.S and assassination
of Max Ophulus,the narrative refers to 1993 WTC bombings and the
contemporary possibility of “mind-controlled automata walking amongst us,
ready to commit murder” following instructions from “voice on the phone.”53

The novel possibly hints at butdoes not make overt the connection between
nature of U.S role in Afghanistan and Janjalani’s information on one hand;
with the sense of unease regarding the acts of terror and actions of “automata”.
The text also simultaneously glosses over the natureand source of motives of
the terrorists. This narrative strategy is distinctly at variance from a  clear
denunciation of the Indian Army for having “poured” the “military hardware”
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into thevalley that eventually transformed into the “iron mullah” thathad
“human form” and preached “resistance and revenge.”54 American imperialism
constructed the “Soviet Union as a state fanatically associated with
communism” and “chose to fightone kind of fanaticism with another as
represented by Islamicradicals.”55

The novel depicts the act of political expediency of the US foreign policy
where the alliance with the Muslim mujahids in Afghanistan is accompanied
by policy support of Christians against the Muslims in Philippines. Philippines
figures in Shalimar the Clown as yet another site ravaged by the Western
imperial powers-  firstly Spain and  later in the twentieth century, America.
The narrative of  Mr. Khadaffy Andang, aFilipino neighbor of India describes
“his home province of Basilan” which once had a “legendary ruler there, he
said, Sultan Kudarat, but then the Spanish came and over threw him, and
the Jesuits came too, just like the discovery ofCalifornia...a peaceful place but
now there was trouble between Muslims and Christians.”56 A  second reference
in the novel ofthe impact of the expansion of American frontier is made by
Janjalani. Janjalani trains along with Shalimar in the Forward Base Camp 22
and harbours an intense antipathy towards theU.S. As part of its imperial
intervention in Philippines, the U.S provided support to the Catholics “against
the wishes of the Muslims in Mindanao.”57 The local Muslims such as Janjalani
deeply resented this and react by joining jihadi groups. Mindanao is, according
to Encyclopedia Britannica, aMuslim outpost in the predominantly Roman
Catholic Philippines. The Encyclopedia describes it as possessing the largest
concentration of ethnic minorities in the Philippines.“They include the
Magindanao, Maranao, Ilanun, and Sangil; all are Muslim groups sometimes
collectively called the Moro.”58 According to Janjalani the “Christians controlled
the economy” while the Muslims were “kept poor.”59 As a result abreakdown
of the social order in the Basilan “gun law hadbegun to rule”  and in the
seventies “one hun’red thou, hun’red twenty thou” people died in it.60  The
significance of Philippines in religious context of American frontier is alluded
to by Timothy Marr in his essay” “Out of This World”: Islamic Irruptions in
the Literary Americas”. Marr notes that

“Islam stands as one of the primary exclusions uponwhich both
national and hemispheric exceptionalisms in the Americas have
been constructed. The diverse world of Islam (dar-ul-Islam) is



Salman Rushdie and the American Empire 9

the most formidable frontier of alien difference embracing the
breadth of the continents that are not American. Since before the
settlement of the Americas by Europeans, the Islamic world has
encircled its intertropical African and Asian rims, ranging on the
Atlantic shore from the Arab Moors of the Maghreb (ironically a
word that means“west,” referring to the North African territories
of Islam west of Arabia) to the Muslim groups further south in
the Senegambia region of West Africa (Mandes, Fulbes, Wolofs)
and on the Pacific shore to the Moros of Mindanao..”61

Human Rights Watch uses the image of the frontier in Bad Blood: Militia
Abuses in Mindanao, the Philippines to expressthat the “Christian settlers
can be seen as Nebraskahomesteaders” and the “Muslims …as the Indians.”62

The role of religious fundamentalism in this incidence is not new but has
according to Tariq Ali played a powerful role in the very settlement of America.

Denial, de-emphasis and delinking of continuities of these American
imperial practices in the twentieth century in thenovel is epitomised in the
wistful rumination of Max Ophulus. Ophulus envisions an “America, free of
the need to remain permanently at battle stations.”63 That Max who has
beendepicted as a “representative” of “US imperialism, Western theftand
destruction, racial dominance, and essentially an extensionof the neocolonial
pattern that has had such an impact on India, Pakistan and…Kashmir”
envision this image is logically incongruous.64

To conclude, the fictional and non-fictional writings of Rushdie register
a shift towards American empire. The shift isnot uncomplicated but fraught
with complex interactions between contrary impulses. Even as the author
contemplates American military imperial intervention as a legitimate act that
purportedly uphold the idea of liberty such as in context of Iraq and Kashmir;
the author also registers cognisance of countervailing aspect of repressiveness
with regard to the American military intervention on numerous instances.
Narrative strategies subordinate and deemphasise the deleterious impact of
the empire to negotiate with these contradictions.
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A Study of Indian Infant Mortality with
respect to different Socioeconomic, Maternal

and Environmental Factors
Nit Ranjan

Abstract
Infant mortality rates have been declining in India. From 140-120 deaths

per thousand live births in the 1970s, it has come down to 44 deaths per
thousand live births in 2011. However, the annual rate of decline is less than
2.5 percent. And with this the problem cannot be ignored, as the absolute
number of infant deaths is not coming down. India is a large country and
includes states with varying levels of economic indicators. They have different
levels of development, health infrastructure and per capita income, which
results in the different rates of decline in infant mortality. This paper tries to
study the impact of these indicators on reducing infant mortality and explained
the trends in IMR with respect to different socioeconomic, maternal and
environmental factors and also proposed the regression model on a state level.
The set of indicators was selected after a thorough review of empirical studies.
The analysis suggests that institutional birth and improved sanitation played
major role in the reduction of infant mortality.

Key Words- Infant mortality rate, health economics, socioeconomic status, improved
sanitation, institutional delivery
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1. Introduction:
Children are the most important building blocks of a nation. These are

the ones who, when nourished well with resources, become the most valuable
human capital, which has the potential to build a strong nation. And so,
reducing infant and child mortality are the most important objectives of the
development Goals. These rates show the mirrors of the country’s socio-
economic development, quality of life and also environmental issues related
to this. Child mortality helps us to look into the need for expansion of health
facilities. These help us to plan our health programme and various policies
with differential measures of influence. Latest data on infant mortality rate
from the United Nations reflect that the developed countries have performed
better than the developing countries. These estimates also state that 10 million
infant deaths occur annually throughout the globe while one-fourth of these
are reported in India. So, India has good reasons to study the infant mortality
rate.

In the last four decades, there has been significant decrease in infant
mortality rates in India. But it is not at all admirable in comparison to the
Southeast Asian Countries. Countries like Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Malaysia
etc. have outperformed India in controlling infant mortality and reducing it.
After the declaration of 1978, the Government of India confronted the national
goal of attaining the infant mortality rate of 60 (out of 1000 live births) by the
year 2000. In the light of this, substantial resources have been put in child
survival programmes over the last 35 years. The sixth and the seventh five
year plans boosted the health and environment programmes to attain this
goal. In 1977, maternal and child health became an integral part of the Family
Welfare Programme. The integration was based on the logic of reduction in
child and infant mortality through the reduction in the birth rate and
contributions to safe motherhood (MoHFW, 1998).1

Infant mortality rates have been declining in India. From 140-120 deaths
per thousand live births in the 1970s, it has come down to 44 deaths per
thousand live births in 2011. However, the annual rate of decline is less than
2.5 percent. And with this the problem cannot be ignored, as the absolute
number of infant deaths is not coming down. Studies of early childhood
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indicate that the sex differential prevails there too. And the regional differential
is favourable to urban areas vis-à-vis rural India. In the last decades, the average
annual infant mortality rates were 64.5 and 39 for the rural and urban areas
respectively.2 Some of the states in India have continuously performed better,
like Kerala. Southern states have better performance and have succeeded in
reducing the infant mortality rate compared to the northern states. Still today,
there is one death for every twenty children at national level, one death for
every eighteen children at rural level and one death for every twenty nine
children at urban level, as estimated by the Sample Registration System.

India is a large country and includes states with varying levels of
economic indicators. They have different levels of development, health
infrastructure and per capita income, which results in the different rates of
decline in infant mortality and maternal mortality rates. Apart from medical
causes of death, a major role is played by the social, economical, geographical,
demographical, health infrastructure and environmental determinants in
explaining the differential rate of decline in child mortality.

2. Literature review:
Infant mortality is a very sensitive issue which is also addressed by the

Millennium Development Goals. In health economics, the issue of infant
mortality is generally looked through micro and macro perspectives. The socio-
economic indicators, demographic indicators and the environmental indicators
normally give better insight to individuals or households while other indicators
like growth, public expenditure on health, health infrastructure provide a
broader view. Lots of empirical health studies have analyzed the various
determinants of the infant mortality and maternal mortality throughout the
world and in India too. Access to health facilities, immunization, income level,
education, nutritional health and economic growth are some of the factors
that have been found to determine infant mortality. This clearly reflects that
the public policies intended to stimulate these issues through various channels
have helped to reduce the mortality rate. Added to this, environmental factors
like better sanitation, clean cooking fuel, electricity and access to safe drinking
water have a positive impact on improving the health of the mother and her
child. Various analysts have pointed out that government expenditure on
health and building infrastructures lead to betterment of society. So the
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different organizations like the World Bank, UNICEF etc have focused on
these factors closely.

Caldwell (1979) in his earlier studies in Nigeria started a debate over the
importance of maternal schooling (independent from years of schooling) for
reducing child mortality.3 Sen and Ostline (2007) studied the difficulties in
access to health care facility in developing countries by women. Women with
better education and empowerment have better access to the health facilities
with limited barriers. While the physical and economical barriers prevent
woman with no or less education and empowerment from accessing the health
services.4

Amin(1990) studied the effects of women’s status on sex differentials in
infant mortality. The analysis was based on two broad principles: a) women’s
power, autonomy and control over resources enhance their ability to provide
high quality care for children. b) Women’s economic and social status
determines the value of daughters to parents. The analysis found that education
is strongly associated with reduced mortality. Specifically, educated mothers
utilized resources more efficiently for their children’s health and they do it so
in a preferential manner to benefits more valued children.5 Pande and Astone,
(2007) tried to explained son preference with NFHS data for 1992-93. Their
analysis showed that the women’s education played an important role in the
determination of son preference. Regardless of family size, women with
secondary or higher level education were consistently and significantly
affiliated with the weaker son preference as compared to less educated or
illiterate women.6

Maternal characteristics that are mainly discussed in most of the literature
are mother’s age at child birth, birth order, preceding birth order, child sex,
assessment of high risk birth, maternal nutrition, and the nature of assistance
at childbirth. Child mortality appears to be higher for children born to
mothers’ age less than 20 years and lowest in the age group of 20-24 ages. For
the age between 25-34 years, infant and child mortality remains low and above
35 years it increases sharply. This shows that it follows U shaped relation
between the mother’s age at birth and child mortality (UNICEF: The Infant
and Child Mortality India Report, 2012). Syamala (2004), who studied the
relation between the socio demographic factors and child survival in Goa
with survey data from “The Levels of Fertility and Mortality in Goa” conducted
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by International Institute for Population Sciences, shows similar outcomes as
expected.7

Quamrul, Islam and Hossain (2010) used contingency analysis and logistic
regression to show the relation between the breastfeeding, mother’s age at
child birth and birth order in Bangladesh. Their study reflects that the mortality
was higher when women were married before 15 years of age and when the
mother had late marriage but failed to breastfeed their baby. The logistic
regression shows that neonatal mortality is highly influenced by breastfeeding
practices but in post neonatal mortality all the high risk factors like age at
marriage, order of birth, birth interval has significant effects.8

Infant mortality has some relation to environmental factors like access
to safe drinking water, access to proper sanitation facility, use of clean cooking
fuels etc. One of the major diseases like diarrhea, the second largest killing
disease for children, is responsible for killing 7, 60,000 children per year
throughout the globe (WHO report). Access to safe drinking water is higher
in urban than in rural areas. Throughout the developing world, access to
improved drinking water sources in the rural areas remains unacceptably
very low. Coverage of safe drinking water has remained stagnant for urban
areas from 1990-2004 at 95%, whereas in rural area coverage increased to
73% in 2004 from 64% in 1990. In 27 developing countries, less than 50% of
the rural population has access to improved drinking water (WHO and
UNICEF joint reports on water and sanitation, 2006). In India, between 1981
and 2006, families having access to safe drinking water had lower mortality
than families not having it. It has been observed that the unsafe drinking
water problem and poor socio- economic factors go side by side and have
adverse effects on infant mortality. Environmental degradation is matter of
concern in present time. Due to massive environmental degradation in the
Central Asian Republic region, there has been excessive mortality observed
in this area. Studies on child mortality and fertility in 61 developing countries,
while controlling for exogenous socio- economic impact, health and
environmental variables, have shown that it has influential impact on health
and mortality (Franz and Roy, 2006).9

In developing countries, access to an improved toilet is an important
determinant of child and infant mortality. In households that do not have
such access, children have higher exposure to diarrhea and other intestinal
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problems in contrast to children in households that do have such access
(Serrano and Puffer, 1973).10 The analysis also indicates that sanitation facility
alone is not sufficient to prevent such disorders. It requires safe drinking
water access and improved sanitation facility coupled with hygienic conditions
to have a demonstrable impact on mortality (UNICEF: The Infant and Child
Mortality India Report, 2012). Khanna, Kumar, Sreenivas et al (2003) found
the principal causes of mortality in India to be low birth weight, birth injury,
diarrheal diseases and acute respiratory infections. The number of male and
female infants dying due to asphyxia, immaturity and congenital anomalies
were matched and no significant difference was pointed out. However, in
terms of the preventable and treatable illness of diarrhea, twice the number
of deaths was recorded for girls as compared to male infants.11

In this paper we first examine the level and trends of the infant mortality
rate from 2001-2011 and how the states are performing in these periods. Then
we further examine the role of various indicators which leads to decline in
IMR, i.e. to analyze the effects of socioeconomic characteristics, maternal and
demographic characteristics and environmental factors in reducing infant
mortality rate.

3.1 Data source:
To fulfill our objectives of study, secondary data from the Sample

Registration System (2001-2011) and third round of NFHS-III (2004-05) has
been used. In NFHS-III, more than 2, 30,000 women age 15-49 years and
men age 15-54 years were interviewed by 18 research organizations throughout
the India. Whereas, the SRS survey provides reliable estimates of the birth,
death and infant mortality rates.

3.2 Descriptive analysis:
In this chapter, we analyze IMR trends of the major states of India with

respect to different environmental, socio economic & demographical factors.
Different factors affect IMR in different ways. We tried to establish the relations
between the mortality rates with respect to different factors in the context of
India. In this, we have undertaken the following analysis using SRS estimates
of IMR & NFHS-III reports.
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IMR & Different Factors Analysis:

Fig 1: IMR of India over the years (2001-2011)

IMR of India has a decreasing trend from 2001 till now. The rate of
decrease was low during 2004-06, but from 2008 it shows more rapid decrease.

The IMR has decreased for all the major states over the years. The states
with higher IMR than others are Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh. Kerala has significantly lower IMR over the years. Except at
few points, the decreasing rate of IMR is significant which shows that all the
states have decreasing trend over the years.

Fig 2: Comparison of IMR of Different States (2001-2011)

From Fig 2, it can be observed that Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh have always higher IMR than IMR at national level
for all the years. Bihar & Haryana have equal or higher IMR than the national
level IMR for the time period 2004-2010. The states Kerala, Karnataka, Punjab,
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Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal have lower IMR than national level IMR over
the years.

Different analyses are performed based on different factors such as wealth
index, delivery place, region wise etc. These analyses are performed based on
NFHS-III data, using state reports mainly.

Fig 3: Rural-Urban wise IMR of India (2001-09)

Fig 4: Rural-Urban wise IMR of Different States (2001-03)
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Fig 5: Rural-Urban wise IMR of Different States (2004-06)

Fig 6: Rural-Urban wise IMR of Different States (2007-09)

Rural IMR in India has always been much higher than urban IMR over
the years. Though the trends are continuously decreasing over the years for
both rural & urban, the difference is still very high. The difference is least for
Kerala and Delhi whereas this is very high for Rajasthan and Orissa.
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Fig 7: Male & Female of India over years (2001-11)

IMR of females has been higher than that of males in India over the
years. Both male and female IMR show decreasing trends as observed.

Fig 8: Sex wise IMR of Different States of India (2001-03)
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Fig 9: Sex wise IMR of Different States of India (2004-06)

Fig 10: Sex wise IMR of Different States of India (2007-09)

In the Fig 8, Fig 9 & Fig 10: Male & Female IMR for different states over
different time periods are shown. It is observed that in the years 2001-03,
Bihar, Haryana, Punjab had higher IMR for female than male. In Himachal
Pradesh, male IMR was higher than female in the early years (2001-04), but
in recent years the female IMR is more than male IMR. Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat has higher female IMR than male in recent years. From this, we can
conclude that gender gap exists in different states in context of IMR.
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Different analyses are done between IMR (2005-06) of different states &
different state level indicators of the same time period, such as percentage of
household with improved sanitation, percentage of delivery by professional
health personnel, percentage of household below poor wealth index etc. The
Spearman’s Rank Correlation coefficient between rank of the IMR of states &
rank of states in terms of state indicator is computed. This measure is used to
determine the statistical dependency between two variables. The range of the
measure is between -1 to 1. If there is a negative association between two
variables, then the value should be negative & if there is a positive association
between two variables then the value should be positive

Fig 11: Households with Improved Sanitation vs IMR Analysis (2005-06)

Sanitation facility is directly related to hygienic status of people which
effects health too. Fig 11 supports the fact that states with more improved
sanitation facility have lower IMR. The Rank Correlation between IMR of
different states & percentage of household with improved sanitation of those
states is -62%. The measure of Rank correlation is high enough to support the
conclusion for the period (2005-06).
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Fig 12: Household with Poor Wealth Index vs IMR Analysis (2005-06)

As shown in the Fig 12, the states with higher percent of household
with poor wealth index also have higher IMR. Health care is directly related
with the financial status of the household. Households with poor wealth index
often cannot afford health treatment or child care after delivery. The Rank
Correlation between IMR of different states & percentage of household with
poor wealth index of those states is 65%. The measure of Rank correlation is
high enough to support the conclusion for the period (2005-06).

Fig 13: Birth Deliver Place vs IMR Analysis (2005-06)

From Fig 13, it can be observed that in states where there is a higher
proportion of delivery at Government/ private facility, the IMR is lower
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compared to others. As, different government/ private hospitals are equipped
with better instruments, doctors, nurses, the delivery process is more safe &
efficient. The Rank Correlation between IMR of different states & percentage
of delivery in government/private hospitals of those states is -70%. The measure
of Rank correlation is high enough to support the conclusion for the period
(2005-06).

3.3 State Level Analysis

In this section, we have modelled Log (IMR) (IMR is converted into a
percentage) with different demographical, environmental, socio economic
factors by linear regression method at state & district level. We have considered
the factors based on our intuitive sense & availability of the data in NFHS-III
reports. Log (IMR in percentage) of 2005-06 for different states are considered
as the dependent variable for modelling purposes. Different independent
variables are considered to fit the model. The purpose of the modelling is to
determine which combination of dependent variables has a significant effect
on IMR at the state level. IMR is calculated as the average of IMR (in
percentage) based on SRS data of 2005-06. Different variables are considered
from NFHS-III (2005-06) state reports, RBI Planning Commission reports. [12]

The model is developed based on Linear Regression. Different
environmental, socio-economic, demographical variables are considered for
model development.

The final regression model is as follows:
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Variable Name Description Coefficient Std Error t-stat p-value

inst_birth Percentage
of institutional
births -0.005 0.0027 -1.7441 10.31%

child_food Percentage of
children age
6-9 months
receiving
solid or
semi-solid
food and
breast milk -0.011 0.0050 -2.2292 4.27%

improved_ Percentage of
sanitation household

having improved
sanitation facility -0.008 0.0032 -2.4258 2.94%

BPL_card Percentage of
household
owning
a BPL card 0.005 0.0034 1.6142 12.88%

private_hosp Percentage of
household
covered
by private
medical sector -0.004 0.0022 -1.6812 11.49%
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 Following Fig 14 is the graph of observed & estimated IMR (in
percentage) for different states:

Fig 14: Observed & Estimated IMR of Different States (2005-06)

From Fig 14, it is observed that the “observed” & the “predicted” values
are very close to each other & the model is fitted well enough.

Following are the different validation measures computed based on the
observed IMR & estimated IMR:

R-Square Correlation MSE RMSD MAD

77.12% 87.82% 0.01% 0.74% 0.64%

The R-square & correlation coefficient values are high, so it can be
concluded that the model fitted values & observed values are highly correlated
as expected. For other measures all the values are very small, on the average
the residuals between the fitted model & observed values would be very small
in absolute term. From these values, we can say that the fitted model is good
in terms of predicting IMR.

State level analysis of this combination of factors has good impacts on
infant mortality rate. It shows that the factors like institutional birth , children
(aged 6-9 months) receiving breast milk, solid and semi- solid food, household
with improved sanitation facility, household owning BPL card and households
covered by private medical sector have a significant impact on the infant
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mortality rate. Institutional birth is negatively correlated to infant mortality
rate, i.e., percentage of institutional delivery increased there will be a decrease
in infant mortality rate (for 1% increase in institutional delivery, Log(IMR)
would be decreased by 0.005, hence the decrease in IMR too). Most of the
infant’s death at delivery time caused due to last minute complication. Regular
checkup and better health care facilities in the medical institution provide
good precautionary measures for safe delivery.  Availability of necessary
equipment and professionals in private and public hospitals help in taking
good care of maternal problems at delivery time. And, it is advisable to seek
safe delivery from professionals to avoid unpredicted problems during the
pregnancy periods. But, the demographic and social- economic constraints
can repel people from using the medical institutions. For them, government
policies like Janani Suraksha Yojna (JSY), Shishu Yojana Programme and ASHA
worker models gave an incentive to opt for the safe institutional delivery
system. Public Health Centre (PHC) at village level also helps in safe delivery
by professionals. All these policies help the people to opt the safe delivery
system and reducing the chances of infant and maternal mortality.

Children (aged 6-9 months) having breast feeding, solid and semi-solids
foods have positive impacts in reducing the infant mortality (for 1% increase
in the variable, Log(IMR) would be decreased by 0.011, hence the decrease in
IMR too).  (Quamrul, Islam and Hossain, 2010) studies also show that the
significance of breastfeeding in early stage of child life in reducing the infant
mortality in Bangladesh. Similar finding comes from this model in terms of
breast feeding. The breast feeding milk is rich in nutrients and antibodies
which help to protect the child in earlier stage. This milk contains the right
amount of fat, sugar, water and protein and helps the children to attained
healthy growth. This also protects from respiratory illness as well as a diarrhea
problem which are the two major problems that leads to infant death. Breast
feeding helps both mother and child. And, it also helps financially by lowering
the health care cost.

Improved sanitation facility, an environmental factor, has a significant
impact on reducing the infant mortality rate (for 1% increase in household
with improved sanitation facility, Log(IMR) would be decreased by 0.008,
hence the decrease in IMR too). Children in household with improved
sanitation and better hygiene facilities have lower risk of mortality. (Serrano
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and Puffer, 1973) shows that the improved sanitation facilities in the third
world countries have potential influence in reducing the infant mortality.
Although the Total Sanitation Facility (TSC), a flagship programme of the
Indian government has been able to improve average health but due to
substantial incomplete coverage, the true potential of sanitation programme
is far from realisation. On the other hand, Nirmal Gram Puraskar (NGP)
programme provide incentives to the village government and have performed
better where it required the most. The potential benefit of the sanitation
coverage on infant mortality is enormous. So, policy should be directed to
increase the coverage of improved sanitation facilities and better
implementation of this will have a good impact on infant mortality rate.

Households owning below poverty line (BPL) card have prominent
influence on the infant mortality rate in a negative direction (for 1% increase
in household holding BPL card, Log(IMR) would be increased by 0.005, hence
the increase in IMR too). The number of households owning BPL card
increased, the mortality will also increase. The BPL card helps the lower strata
of income group with limited means to have food and other goods at
concession rate. This is due to lack of nutritious food, basic amenities and
accesses to the health centre deteriorate the problem. Although, Janani
Suraksha Yojana (JYS) and its relation with BPL card household could have a
positive effect on infant mortality. BPL card eases the problem of food and
JYS- an integrated package helps the child and the mother in safe delivery.
But, the overall impact is not favourable and infant mortality increases with
the increased in BPL card holders. There is potential to improvise the situation
through efficiency and efficacy of policy measures understanding the needs
of the low income group people.

Increase in households covered by a private medical center has significant
impact in reducing the infant mortality (for 1% increase in household covered
by private medical sector, Log(IMR) would be decreased by 0.005, hence the
decrease in IMR too). The recent growth of private sector in the medical field,
with better sophistication and equipment, has a good indicator for the health
infrastructure. Both the government and private medical institution have done
well while the expansion of the latter with the better facility and caring units
have massive impact on the health care. The R & D (private sector) team
helps in developing medical tools and necessary medicine and well supported
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by government policies helps in growing of private medical centre recently.
The Cost to access private medical centre is moderately high, but still has
good opportunities in creating better health facilities. The policy should be
focused on creating environment for both the institution to reach the mass
population and helps to attained nation with less health problems.

If we look at these factors closely, we found that the preventive measures
for the mother’s health should be more in focus to curb the infant mortality
and maternal problem. So, it is prudent to focus on the mother’s problem for
coming generation and designed the policy such that it has inclusive effect on
children’s health too. Since, the problem of infant mortality and maternal
mortality has an impact on the future of the human capital of the nation, so it
needs to diversify our efforts to optimal level to get the desired result in health
related issues of infant mortality.
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The Culinary  Shakespeare
Dr. Prerana Sinha

This paper is yet another attempt at situating William Shakespeare’s art
in the contemporary times, even after 400 years he and the efficacy of his
thoughts are always felt in the mundane day to day living, as well as in the
existential or deep philosophical moorings in different time and space. Its
quite intriguing that inspite of thousands and thousands of scholarly pursuits
he remains timeless and immemorial. Thereason is inevitable; his works offer
a plethora of insights, fresh and animating as many times one reads his tragedies
or comedies or sonnets.

One can get several shades of his genius; but what Ihave found worth
exploring is ‘Food and Eating’, in Shakespeare’s works, hence I wish to see an
interesting facetof him as ‘Culinary Shakespeare’. To analyse him, I have
chosenjust three of his texts, one Festive comedy, ‘Twelfth Night’, andtwo
tragedies, ‘Antony and Cleopatra’ and ‘Macbeth’.

This study becomes more invigorating as while it enablesus to take a
peep into Shakespeare’s Festive World, itsimultaneously introduces us to
various vicissitudes of Food and eating as it enters different geographical
stations, imaginary and real alongwith the corresponding sensibilities.

Franco is Laroque in his book Shakespeare’s Festive World’1 tells us that



Journal36

under the influence of Puritanism, gravity was beginning to be regarded as a
virtue; hence those who were devotees of popular festivity were first and
foremost fundamentally attached to laughter. Keith Thomas makes thepoint
in a long article in The Times Literary Supplement:

The new cult of decorum thus meant that it was only thevulgar who
could go on

laughing without restraint. In 1649 a contemporary observed that‘

Those most apt to laughter were children, women and the common
people;2

In fact a succession of men of letters and writers of satire, from Philip
Sidney to Joseph Hall3, expressed their distaste forscenes in which the clown
was represented alongside personages of great dignity. While tragedy was
beyond any doubt considered a noble and ‘high’ art, the rustic antics of
theclown are out of place. Hence, festivals were essentially associated with
popular culture seen in the forms of folktales, folksongs, decorated marriage
chests, mystery plays and farces; and above all festivals, like the feasts of the
saints and the great seasonal festivals such as Christmas, New Year, Carnival,
May and Midsummer. It was in the masques, music, dancing and cuisine of
the various festivals that this culture, which was so much apart of everyday
behavior, was most fully expressed.

But the larger use of jigs and jokes among the countryside and villagers
rendered the traditional songs and dances seem uncouth to the upwardly
mobile social strata whoin quest of refinement made popular festival
synonymous withvulgarity. And one major criticism of popular festivity was
that they fostered practices linked with paganism and distracted the faithful
from the proper respect due to Sunday services and prayers and this
encroachment of popular culture and festivity upon the strictly religious
festivals was frequently deplored during this period. Preachers of Puritan
persuasion went so far as to call upon the judicial and municipal authorities
to ban all these practices, which they considered to be profane.

In Shakespeare’s The Twelfth Night, the festive mood isalready going
too long exemplifying lingering mood of festival till the twelfth day of
Christmas. The experience of satiety is confirmed in Orsino’s opening words
which however is conditioned as he says,
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‘If music be the food of love, play on;

Give me excess of it, that surfeiting,

The appetite may sicken and so die….’4

The uncertainty about the festive mood is evident in theterms that follow,

Excess, surfeiting, appetite may sicken or die and so on andso
forth.

This scene nevertheless evokes the spirit of festivity, arevelry that needs
to go unabated. However, rather than the temporal flow of music, it’s his own
contemplations and comments that take precedence. The play does not open
withmusic but with a precise, detailed analysis of Orsino’s subjective reaction
to music with the projection of his consciousness.The festivity therefore gets
jarred and punctured at the veryinitial stage.

We then confront the actual scene of revelry in Act 2, scene 3 of the play
where Sir Toby, Sir Andrew are shownalong with Feste(the clown), Maria
and Malvolio. Sir Andrew would clearly be happy to go to bed, but Sir Toby
insists on keeping the party going. He is determined that by all mean she has
to indulge in the festivity inspite of any kind ofresistance. Sir Toby is a knight
with no substance, he drinks, plays practical jokes and evidently a parasite
who lives on his niece and extracts money from Sir Andrew on the pretext of
helping him win her hand. For an unemployed, good for nothing man like
him a ‘holiday’ is a meaningless concept. His holiday depends on his permanent
freedom from responsibility. He uses the mechanism of revelry and celebration
so as to create a private and fundamentally selfish holiday world. Therefore,
he appears very contemptuous inthe gulling scene where he punishes
Malvolio, the Puritan who wants to oppose their festivities.

Although few would argue that through Malvolio Shakespeare portrays
a Puritan, most accept that Malvolioem bodies the modern emphasis on
economy, that as Oscar James Campbell has written, Malvolio is

“an enemy to the time-honoured English hospitality andliberality
because of the strain it putsupon his lady’s purse.”5

To an extent, Malvolio seems a representative “modern”, partially because
he resists the traditional hospitality of the English great house that supports
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such aristocratic ne’er-do-wells as Sir To by and Sir Andrew, more so because,
Malvoliofinds his vocation to be a humiliation and, hence hopes for atemporary
restriction.

Sir Toby taunts him,

“Art thou more than a steward”(Act ii, scene iii, 114)

His sense that he is not bound to his vocation or degree but autonomy
that can be recognized and rewarded by societybut as the one possessing
personal autonomy. In fact, his intervention to put an end to the riotous
drinking bout is anatrocious act as he blatantly accuses them of gobbling
“liketinkers” and turning an aristocratic manor into“analehouse”(Act ii, scene
iii, 87-89).

Malvolio nevertheless intends to exercise his proper rolebut at the same
time, being their subordinate, he transgresses it. His biggest error is he
fantasizes reaching for upward social mobility as he dreams of becoming
Count Malvolio, imagining Olivia to be in love with him and simultaneously
imagining Sir Toby and Sir Andrew to be his subordinates. Hence, they decide
that he rightfully deserves punishment for hisoutrageous act, for which the
two alongwith Maria, hatch aplot to befool him by making him believe that
Olivia has written him a love letter. Already living in his make believe world,he
gets easily gulled as he stupidly ventures to reveal his love for Olivia who
considering him mad sends him into adungeon.

The letter he assumes to have come from Olivia is aprecious marker; a
license for an exclusively aristocratic privilege; to transform a private,
narcissistic fantasy into public behavior.

Malvolio is labeled a Puritan not just because of his strictness and anti-
theatricalism which in all likelihood would have hardly earned any sympathy
among the Elizabethan audience. When Maria brands him “a kind of Puritan”
she is not suggesting that he is a religious zealot intent on reformingthe
hierarchy of the Church of England, instead she

“identifies the Puritan in Malvolio as a matter of social ambition
and exaggerated self-worth.”6

Greenblatt even goes to suggest that Shakespeare might be sharing
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Malvolio’s desire for social mobility. No matter how unattractive Malvolio’s
ambition and self-love might appear, he avers, the steward may be “the shadow
side of Shakespeare’s own fascination withachieving the status of a
gentleman”.7

Malvolio’s resolution to avenge on the whole pack ofthem definitely
does not result in the comic happy ending as it does for other characters; it
rather brings Shakespeare’s in sinuation that the effort towards social mobility
might be the beginning for those desirous of becoming gentlemen with  the
passage of time. It in fact ascertains the aspiration of several ambitious and
adventurous commoners willing to make inroadsinto England’s aristocratic
ranks during Shakespeare’s time.

The intense feelings and anger of Malvolio followed by desire for revenge
may also signal Shakespeare’s belief that thegenre of romantic or festive comedy
can no longer be both credible and serve the social status quo.

Ever since the publication of C.L.Barber’s landmark study Shakespeare’s
Festive Comedy8

a number of critics  have understood the many manifestations of social
and gender reversals in

Twelfth Night in the context of Saturnalian holiday festivals.

Barber argued that Shakespeare’s Festiveplays explored the

“social form of Elizabethan holidays,” and that the basic “Saturnalian

Pattern appears in many variations, all of which involve inversion,
statement and counter-

Statement and a basic movement which can be summarized inthe
formula, through release to Clarification.”9

Thus we see Shakespeare’s insinuation in The Twelfth Night pertaining
to the contemporary times in the garb of Festive Comedy.

The next play that I have chosen is Antonyand Cleopatra, a play that
A.C. Bradley10 had excluded fromhis study of Shakespearean Tragedy. He
could not see this play as a rivalto the best four tragedies, viz; King Lear, Othello,
Macbeth and Hamlet on the ground that
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‘it is not painful’, ‘not as exciting dramatically’. Above all, it has ‘no
scenes of action or passion which agitate the audience with alarm horror,
painful expectation, or absorbing sympathies and antipathies.’11

Nevertheless, the play Antony and Cleopatra doeslack the high
seriousness of the tragedy which the other four possess. Moreover, Bradley
valued Shakespeare’s tragedies for their capacity to interpret the world and
man’s place in it withoutrecourse to Christian theology.

Antony and Cleopatra is way far from any such generalization or
perfection that a reader would expect fromthe main protagonists. As a matter
of fact, both these charactersare too human and imperfect, even too complex
for any kindof idealization and yet, in some ways Antony does resemble
Shakespeare’s other tragic heroes, exceptional men in that theirfate, as Bradley
says,

‘affect the welfare of a whole nation or empire,’12

Both he and Cleopatra are exceptional too in their capacity for extreme
and spontaneous feeling which manifestsit self most powerfully when they
are responding, whether infury or delight, to each other.

Unlike the other tragic heroes, Antony apparently undergoes no apparent
struggle, never defines or articulates the nature of his choice or seems to for e
see its consequences, nor does he intellectualize; he acts always on impulse.
In fact, he is even inferior to Caesar; an ideal Roman soldier and also to
Cleopatra as far as the sharpness of her mind is concerned.

Honingmann remarks on Antony’s limitations in the early scenes,

“It is Cleopatra who rails and mocks, and Antony is always at the receiving
end, and not amused. She laughs, he glooms…13

Nevertheless, Antony and Cleopatra, from Bradley, amoralist’s point of
view lacks the high seriousness and sublimity associated with a great tragedy.
The question thenarises, what exactly one finds in this play that it was
accordedsuch recognition! The answer perhaps lies in this discussion by Rajiva
Verma in his essay where he brings out the efficacy of the twoplays, Antony
and Cleopatra and Macbeth;  written in quick succession, yet being so different
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in their aesthetic and psychological appeal. He avers that while Macbeth is
full of violence not onlyin its action, but also in its imagery, “In contrast, Antony
and Cleopatra is, among all the playsof Shakespeare, the richest in the language
of erotic love. Whatever violence there isin the play’s imagery is actually in
the service of a voluptuous sensuality: instead ofwounds made by keen knives
we have here only lovers’ pinches; there are no batteries to‘ram down’ the
defences of a country or a maiden, only ‘fruitful tidings’ which Cleopatra
would have rammed down her ears.(ii.v.24)14

Indeed, the Egyptian imagery used in the language of Cleopatra and her
court is suggestive of the voluptuous sensuality. While Egypt is associated
with the Nile, the harbinger of fruitfulness and of carrion-eating insects, harvest
and deadly serpents, and Cleopatra is termed as

‘Serpentofold Nile’, (1, 5, 26) where the river reflects the opposite
characteristics; she is life enhancing as well as fatally poisonous, while Rome
is associated with the Tiber.

Thus Antony’s passion and desire for Cleopatra is expressed in these
popular words,

‘Let Rome in Tiber melt, and the wide arch

Of the ranged empire fall! Here is my space!’(1, I, 34-5)

He assumes his oneness with her in a figurative language, identifying
his space like a common lover, unlike atriumvir of the Roman Empire.

Egypt is known for feeding and drinking to excess, where

eight wild boars are roasted for a breakfast for twelve people(2, 2, 189)

and Antony calls for wine both in defiance of his defeatas well as
celebration.

In this play, Food becomes a major denominator of lust, fun, happiness,
victory as well as defeat. Cleopatra too is repeatedly described in terms of
food which, according toEnobarbus, is always enticing and never satisfying:

…………………………….  Other people cloy

The appetites they feed, but she makes hungry
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Where most she satisfies

…………….       (2,2.246-8)

On the other hand, not many images are associated with Romans for
they are recognized for their moderation, theirtemperance and their ability to
control their feelings. Temperance is a virtue Caesar admired in Antony before
hemet Cleopatra.

Antony may lack the heroic prowess of Caesar in the physical sense but
ironically comes the realization,

“Tis paltry to be Caesar.”

At the end of the play it is Cleopatra who wins the cat-and-mouse game
that Caesar plays with her, and the latter forall his ‘policy’, turns out at last to
be merely vanquished when Cleopatra has already prepared herself to be one
with Antony in the next life. Both the protagonists, Antony and Cleopatra
seem content to live in the present which they would like tostretch into the
eternity of pleasure.

Another facet of food, entirely different from thepreceding ones is evinced
in negative and violent connotationin Shakespeare’s Macbeth, generally
categorized as a darktragedy. To explain the chaos and tragedy Rajiva Verma
suggests ‘ironic reversals’ pervading the play. Among them what concerns me
in the present connotation are those occurring at the very outset, viz;

Where nothing is but what is not,

Where fair is foul and foul is fair;

Where the innocent flower hides the deadly serpent;

Where the castle in which heaven’s breath seemed to smellwooingly

turns out to be a hell on earth;

Where drink provokes desire but……

Where all the sound and fury of our lives ultimately signifies nothing;

Where in short, milk turns into gall and victory intodefeat.

The very edifice of Macbeth is breach of trust which unfoldsin Macbeth
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and his wife fulfilling their over vaulting ambitionby killing King Duncan
who comes as their venerable guestat Macbeth’s castle for the night. After he
has supper the couplecarries on with their plan and successfully executes it.

The play opens with the three witches predicting Macbeth, Thane of
Glamis, soon overtaking the kingship from the king Duncan suggested by
their injunction,

Fair is Foul, Foul is Fair’,

leading Macbeth on to  first murder and further usurp Malcolm, the
Prince of Cumberland’s claim to the throne.

The ‘serpent’ is indicative of Macbeth who has the reputation of being
king’s great loyalist, a very brave soldier who earned victory for Scotland.
Duncan, oblivious of the Macbeths’ intention, addresses Lady Macbeth as

‘fair and noble hostess’ (1.6. 24)

Most suggestive and revolting images are those expressed by Lady
Macbeth in her invocation to the dark forces to“unsexher” and fill her “

from the crown to the toe top-full

Of direst cruelty”

She also invites “the murdering ministers” to come to her “woman’s
breasts” and

take her “ milk forgall”.(1.v.40-50)

Such determination and cruelty on her part further givesin to more
heartless and violent images when she observes her husband’s infirmity in
carrying out the plan to kill Duncan;

I  have given suck, and know

How tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me:

I would, while it was smiling in my face,

Have pluck’d my nipple from his boneless gums,

And dashed the brains out, had I so sworn….( 1, vii, 54-59)

Several kinds of interpretations have followed Lady Macbeth’s merciless
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and unwomanly nature, she is seenfiendish, yet she is neither the fourth witch
in the play, nor ascruel as Euripides’s Medea who kills her sons.
Nevertheless,these expressions do point out to her  resolve to tempt  her
husband to commit the act and she too is determined to strengthen herself
against all odds, not to become weak, afrail woman; her basic instinct of
motherhood should not become an impediment in  her husband’s ambition,
hence there is  reference to milk and the milking act.

Shakespeare has indeed supplied the metaphor of food, first through
the image of the two protagonists held ‘anoblehost’, but ‘asaserpent’, providing
supper so as to murderand second through Lady Macbeth’s invocation to
exterminate her weak motherly feelings lest it mars her husband’s desire. In
rejecting her femininity, Lady Macbeth challenges her socially circum scribed
position and enters the realm of paradox bybeing a woman and yet not being
one. She is the decision maker and chooses the role of the perpetrator. Of
course shefalls short of committing the final crime as she says:

“Had he not resembled

My father as he slept, I had done’t”15

The continuous violence plays truant with her body and effects a psychic
disintegration.

The development of the tragedy irrevocably points tothe gradual
destruction of both as it leads to more murders,more wrath, frustration,
unhappiness coupled with guiltresulting  into  somnambulism and later her
suicide culminating into Macbeth’s utter desolation and degradation. Worst
of all, her wish to unsex herself makes her barren as violence leaves no space
for anything to germinate.

Thus we see how Shakespeare has effectively used different metaphors
of food to bring out different themes in the texts cited leaving an impending
effect on readers’ mind, at the same time allowing many more reflections to
appear on the mental horizon.
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Media Influence on Voting Patterns:
Analysing Urban-Rural Differentials

Tarjeet  Sabharwal

The urban population in India is estimated at 31.3% according to the
2011 census with an estimated rate of urbanisation for 2010-2015 being 2.47%
annually. But in the recent times, much of India’s hinterland has gone through
a major transformation as reflected in the latest consumption data put out by
the National Sample Survey Office. For the first time, more than 50% of the
increased rural spending is on non-food products and services, including
mobile phones and television sets. According to the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India, as of June 2013, India had 873 million mobile connections.
TRAI reported that there were 842.34 million active connections in the month
of January 2015. Of these nearly 522 million were in urban areas, with the
remaining 351 million in rural areas. There are 46 million active Internet users
in rural India, according to an i-Cube report, titled “Internet in Rural India”,
published by lobby group Internet and Mobile Association of India and IMRB,
a market research firm. More than 70% of India’s population lives in the rural
areas and yet, the connectivity of telephone and internet is poor. This obvious
digital divide includes the issue of lack of literacy, infrastructure and skills in
the rural areas. It may be pointed out also that this digital divide is not just on
the rural-urban front but also includes gender, age, culture, language and
other variables.
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On the political front, India is a federal parliamentary democratic
republic and the most populous democracy in the world. In the year 2009,
the elections involved an electorate of 714 million which further increased to
814.5 million in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections. Such large electorate mandates
led us to hold that the election in 3 phases. The 2014 Lok Sabha election
conducted in nine phases was the longest election span to be held in Indian
history.

It is interesting to note that there has been an emergence of regional
players like Samajwadi party, Lok Dal, Bahujan Samaj Party, Akali Dal, TDP,
Janata Dal, RJD, DMK, AIADMK  and many others across India. These parties
are based on regional aspirations and are strongly influenced by caste
considerations. All modern democracies operate on the basis of representation
and these representatives are chosen through free and fair elections. The spirit
of a citizen of a democratic nation is participation through voting as an
important political act (Anderson & Stephenson, 2010). The most interesting
questions about an election are not concerned with who won but with such
questions as why people voted the way that they did or what were the
implications of the results.

One of the major concerns that characterize the study of electoral
behaviour is explaining the election result by identifying the sources of
individual voting behaviour which means attempting to understand the
election outcome by understanding how the voters made up their minds. A
number of attitudinal and social factors are related to individual voting
behaviour. Among attitudinal factors, assessments of the personal
characteristics of the candidates, evaluations of government performance,
orientations on specific policy issues, party identification, and ideology may
be some of the primary determinants of candidate choice. For social factors,
race, religion, region, social class and caste appear to be the characteristics
that have most closely related to voting over the past several decades.
Examining how these factors are related to the vote in particular elections not
only explains the election outcome, but also can provide with an understanding
of electoral dynamics (Prysby & Scavo, 2004).   All election campaigns seek to
lure maximum voters in their favour in order to be able to win seats in the
Parliament. A section of voters who are ignorant of politics and worldly affairs
are susceptible to political manipulation. They are easily misled by politicians
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and are incapable of electing the leaders based on the nation’s best interest.
This can be traced to the deluge of unprecedented access to information with
the actual consumption of it because only a small percentage of people take
advantage of the great new resources at hand (Shenkman, 2008). In a study
about Franklin D. Roosevelt’s election campaign and the effects of media
messages, the magic bullet theory was disproved establishing that audiences
are not passive receivers of the messages by the media and added that
interpersonal messages are more influential than media messages (Lazarsfield,
Berelson & Gaudet, 1944). However, the effects of media cannot be treated as
a general phenomenon. The diversity in the content and form of the media
affects different audience differently. It also depends on how much and how
well is the public informed. The more informed the public, the less is the
effect of media on them (McQuail, 1979).

 Family is the most important source of partisanship. When deciding
how to vote, decisions take place within a social context. Variations in that
context affect the voting pattern. A politically homogeneous circle of friends
or co-workers can lead to strongly held partisan views. Moreover, it is generally
preferred to be with friends and co-workers who reinforce existing biases.
Families also tend to have similar views and mass media further reinforces
these existing biases due to selective media consumption. Thus, campaigns
rarely change views; they merely reinforce the original views. It may be
inferred that media and campaigns have minimal effect on voting behaviour
(Berelson, Lazarsfeld & McPhee, 1954).

Social scientists associate urbanisation with modern societies and it is
often presumed that it is an important variable in understanding political
change. But, it is necessary to look at alterations in traditional patterns of
human interactions. These alterations are not restricted to urban environments
(Schoultz, 1972). Urbanism as a way of life is not restricted to the areas which
are regarded as ‘urban’. The urban life-style is increasingly diffusing and
urbanism is radiating its influence outward (Anderson, 1960).

Wirth (1938) also observed that urbanisation has brought about
profound changes in almost every phase of social life but while city is the
characteristic locus of urbanism, the urban mode of life is not confined to the
cities. For sociological purposes, a city is a relatively large, dense and permanent
settlement of heterogeneous individuals. This leads to individual variability,
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the relative absence of interpersonal acquaintance, segmentation of human
relations which are largely transitory, anonymous and superficial. He observes
that heterogeneity breaks down rigid social structures and produces increased
mobility, insecurity and instability. The individual becomes effective only as
he acts through organised groups. Hence, the complicated phenomena of
urbanism may acquire coherence if the sociological analysis proceeds in the
light of such a body of theory. On the other hand, Lerner (1958) concludes
that urbanisation leads to reduction of illiteracy and higher consumption of
media which leads to more intensive political participation. According to
Campbell, Converse, Miller, and Stokes (1960), changes in party identification
are rare and occur as a result of events of greater changes. Such changes
occur at an individual level when there are adjustments in the social status of
the subjects or when changes occur in the broader field of social or political
organisation.  However, Popkin(1994) bases rational choices between
candidates on low information rationality of the voters. The voters gain such
low information rationality in their daily lives through media and through
personal interactions to evaluate candidates and facilitate electoral choices. It
is also argued that most information voters learn about politics is picked up
as a by-product of activities and pursued as a part of their daily life. Media
helps to explain what the politicians are doing and the relevance of their actions
while campaigns help to clarify issues. Voters develop affinity towards like-
minded opinion leaders whether in media or in personal interactions.
Interpersonal communication is seen as a way of developing assessments about
parties and candidates. Information received from the media is discussed
among peers and helps create opinions. Voters often function as clinicians
who gather limited information and infer from it a broader narrative instead
of as statisticians who weigh only facts in order to make a decision. Election
outcomes are in substantial part responsive towards objective changes
occurring under the incumbent party. They are not irrational or random or
solely a product of past loyalties or of campaign rhetoric (Kramer, 1971). Thus,
the most important dimension is who people vote for and how they make
that decision.

In the backdrop of these arguments this study attempts to examine the
voting preferences in two villages on the basis of their proximity to an urban
centre. The purpose is to assess the differences in these voting preferences
and the influence of media on the same.
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Review of Literature
There are several studies conducted on electoral behaviour and voting

patterns, and what influences the political decisions made by the voters. Most
studies conducted in the United States have studied the impact of media on
voters during Presidential elections.  Some of them have been highlighted
here as they give an understanding of the variables of media use and voting
patterns.

In a study conducted by Seth C. McKee in 2008 titled ‘Rural Voters and
the Polarisation of American Presidential Elections’, it was revealed that there
is a considerable impact of place on politics. The social networks that exist in
the rural and urban places are markedly different and this is reflected in the
economic, religious, racial and political differences between the urban and
rural voters, and that their political preferences were greatly divergent. Similar
observations were made in a study conducted by Martin Plesivcak titled ‘The
Regional Dimension of the Socio-Political Urban-Rural Conflict in Slovakia’.
The nature of electoral support manifested by rural and urban electorates
were significantly different in several regions of south and south-western
Slovakia. But they were also similar in certain regions of eastern Slovakia.

Another study by Andrei V. Berezkin, Mikhail Myagkov and Peter C.
Ordeshook in 1999 on ‘The Urban-Rural Divide in the Russian Electorate and
the Effect of Distance from Urban Centers’ refines the interpretation of the
urban-rural cleavage in Russian politics. Apart from relying on the variables
of age, education and economic opportunities between urban and rural areas,
it also considered the influence of local and regional political bosses. It was
found that at least a part of the urban-rural cleavage appeared to be the
consequence of such political bosses at the region’s centre.

In 1982, a study was conducted by Lee B. Becker and Sharon Dunwoody
called ‘Media Use, Public Affairs Knowledge and Voting in a Local Election’
which drew a relationship between knowledge about public affairs and media
use. The finding was that newspapers were the most common sources of
political information and that those who obtained their information from
newspapers were more knowledgeable than those dependent on other sources.
It also concluded that knowledge was an intermediary link between media
use and voting behaviour. Churchill L. Roberts conducted a study on ‘Media
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Use and Making of Political Decisions’ in 1976 which concluded that increased
media usage, particularly newspapers, at the time of elections leads to higher
level of political participation which accelerates the process of decision-making.
On the contrary, low involvement with media leads to lesser political
information. This leads to slower development of distinct attitude towards
the different candidates and hence, greater difficulty in making a voting
decision.

In the same year, Marilyn Jackson Beeck conducted a panel study called
‘Interpersonal and Mass Communication in Children’s Political Socialisation’.
It established a relationship between communication and political socialisation.
It also revealed that sex did not alter this relationship, and that interpersonal
communication was less important in political socialisation than mass media.
In a study conducted by Gary Kebbel on ‘Importance of political activity in
explaining Multiple News Media Use’, it was found that sex, age, income and
education were correlated with media use. Men had more multiple media
use than women, the older used media more frequently than the younger as
did the more educated compared to less educated.

  Berelson et al. in their 1954 study titled ‘Voting: A Study of Opinion
Formation in a Presidential Campaign’ examined the factors that make people
vote the way they do. Carried out during the 1948 presidential campaign,
one of its finding shows that voting decisions take place within a social context
and that media and campaigns have a minimal effect on the voting behaviour.
They observe that many voters vote not for principle in the usual sense but
for a group to which they are attached. They do not support electoral decisions
on reason. However, they also argue that the democracies have become
stronger because of this. If all voters had high degree of knowledge and political
motivation, that would lead to a greater division among voters and lead to
greater political cleavage and antagonism which could threaten the system
itself. Rather than individuals who are highly motivated and interested in
politics, a democracy needs heterogeneous groups to ensure plurality of ideas
and political proposals.

In the light of the above scholarly studies, the theoretical framework for
this research suggests that one has to look at a sociological approach to
understand the nature of relationships between groups. In this context it is
important to understand some theories emphasizing on social participation.
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‘Primary Groups’ are small social groups which share close, personal
and enduring relationships. They are categorised by intimate face-to-face
association and co-operation. Within a primary group, the process of
socialisation begins; an individual starts becoming a social being from within
the primary group he/she belongs to. Attitudes, behaviour, beliefs, and social
identity are shaped and nurtured within the primary group (Cooley, 1909).

The changing nature of social participation was given in a model
elaborated by Robert Redfield referred to as the ‘folk urban continuum’ He
speculated regarding the significant changes from the folk to the urban end
based on studies conducted by Yucatan during the early 1930s. According to
this perspective, as communication moves from folk to the urban end of the
continuum, there occurs shift from cultural intimacy and organisation to
disorganisation, a shift from collective or community orientation to
individualism. Folk society is traditional and spontaneous and leads similar
lifestyle while modern civilisation is loosely integrated. A cultural change is
seen depending on the varying degree of contact with civilisation and it
differently affects the folk culture. The ‘hypodermic needle theory’ implies
that mass media has a direct, immediate and powerful effect on its audiences.
The mass media in the 1940s and 1950s were perceived as a powerful influence
on behaviour change. Also known as ‘magic bullet theory’, it suggests that
the mass media could influence a very large group of people directly and
uniformly by ‘shooting’ or ‘injecting’ them with appropriate messages designed
to trigger a desired response (Katz & Lazarsfeld, 1955). Modernization theory
is a description and explanation of the processes of transformation from
traditional or underdeveloped societies to modern societies. Lerner’s (1958)
empirical studies in several Middle Eastern societies identified empathy, the
capacity to take the perspective of others, as a product of media, literacy, and
urbanization and as a vital ingredient in producing rational individual
behaviour conducive to societal development. To be a modern individual,
one must be able to empathise with others.

 The mass media plays crucial role in the modernisation process. The
more exposed people are to media, the greater is their capability to imagine
themselves as strange persons in strange situations, places and time than did
people in any previous historical epoch (Lerner, 1958). The ‘Two Step Flow
Theory’ examines the influence of media messages. The influence of social
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groups to which the individual belongs has a crucial effect on the voting
decisions. The opinion leaders pay close attention to the mass media and
receive its message. They pass on this media content and in addition their
own interpretation as well. The term ‘personal influence’ was coined to refer
to the process intervening between media’s direct message and the audience’s
reaction to the same. Opinion leaders are similar to those they influence and
hence, are more influential in getting people to change their voting behaviour
and attitude. This explains why certain media campaigns have failed to
influence their audience’s attitude and behaviour (Lazarsfeld, et al. 1944).

‘Media System Dependency Theory’ states that the more a person
depends on media to meet needs, the more important media will be in a
person’s life, and therefore the more effects media will have on a person. But
dependency on all media is not equal. It depends on two factors. First, a person
tends to depend more on a media which fulfils various needs than the one
which fulfils only a few. The other factor is social stability. When the social
conflicts are high and established institutions and practices are challenged,
people are forced to re-evaluate their choices and this increases their reliance
on mass media. During stable times, such reliance on media may decrease
(Ball-Rokeach & DeFleur, 1976).

Blumler and Katz’s ‘Uses and Gratification Theory’ suggests that media
users play an active role in choosing and using the media. Users take an active
part in the communication process and are goal oriented in their media use.
Theorists say that a media user seeks out a media source that best fulfils the
needs of the user. Uses and gratifications assume that the user has alternate
choices to satisfy their need (Blumler & Katz, 1974).

The theories discussed here have suggested that media use and political
participation have inter-linkages. The study proposes to find out within this
theoretical framework of the folk-urban continuum whether media use and
political participation are complementary. To examine and understand this
proposition, the researcher formulated the following specific objectives and
hypothesis.

Objectives
 1. To understand the demographic profile of the two villages and
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compare them on the dimensions of gender, age, religion, category,
income, education and occupation.

2. To evaluate the level of exposure to media in each village and draw
a comparison between them.

3. To examine the sources of information of the respondents in both
the villages with respect to political information.

4. To assess the level of political awareness of the respondents through
a political awareness test and assess whether the level of media
exposure is related to political awareness.

5. To examine which source of information (interpersonal or media)
is influential in formulation of opinion to vote in favour of a
particular political party and understand the voting patterns of
the two villages drawing comparisons.

 6. To study whether the vicinity of the two villages with respect to
being near to Delhi has an observable impact in terms of voting
patterns.

Research Questions
The study attempts to answer the following research questions:

 1. Is there a difference in the voting preference for a political party
between the two villages?

 2. Is there a difference in the influence of differential media on voting
preferences?

3. Does higher level of media exposure lead to voting for a particular
party?

Hypothesis
This study hypothesised the following:

 1. Village closer to Delhi has higher media exposure and therefore
will have higher political awareness.

 2. Village closer to Delhi has higher education levels and hence greater
level of political awareness
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Methodology
For the purpose of this study, a survey research design was adopted.

Universe for the purpose of this study encompassed all villages within a radius
of 100 km radius. Since the research proposes to study one village close to
Delhi and the other further away from Delhi, it was decided to select through
the method of simple random sampling two villages: one less than 50km and
the other above 50km but less than 100km from Delhi.

Kishangarh referred to as Village 1 henceforth which was within a radius
of less than 50km and Baroli Chauth, referred to as Village 2, which was more
than 50km but less then 100km were selected through the following process.

A census list was obtained in which about 200 villages in 100km radius
were listed. All villages up to 50km radius were listed separately and those
above 50km but less than 100km were listed separately. A simple random
sampling technique was adopted to select the two villages.

Sampling to Select Respondents
To select respondents, systematic random sampling was adopted by

choosing every nth person from the electoral roll of the villages as available
on the website of the election commission. The population from which
samples were taken included only the registered voters from the two villages.

Tool of Survey
 A structured questionnaire was used as a tool of the survey. Questions

related to their media exposure and voting preferences. A political awareness
test was conducted. 50 respondents were selected from each of the two villages,
with the total sample size comprising 100 respondents.

Media Use Index
A media use index was set up in terms of the frequency of media usage

for newspapers, TV and radio. The frequency was classified as daily, few times
a week, few times a month, less often and never. For the purpose of analysing
the data, the daily users were given a score of 3 for each of the three mediums.
Those who consumed such media few times a week or few times a month
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were given a score of 2 and classified as those who ‘often’ used such media.
The less often users were given a score of 1 and seen as rare users and a score
of 0 was awarded for ‘never’. Such scores for all three media were added up
with 9 being the maximum score. Those with a score of 6 or above were seen
as media information rich and those scoring 5 or below were media information
poor.

Political Awareness Test
The political awareness test constituted a total of 15 questions on

technicalities of the elections, current political scenario as well as on some
popular legislation. The questions for this purpose were finalised from 50
questions submitted by 15 teachers on political awareness from schools in
villages near Delhi. 15 common questions submitted by them were selected
to be a part of the final questionnaire that tested political awareness. It was,
for most part, a multiple-choice questionnaire and respondents were asked
to choose a correct answer. A score of 1 was awarded for each correct answer.
Those who scored between 11-15 were classified as having high political
awareness, those with 6-10 score were termed as having medium political
awareness and those with a score of 0-5 as having low political awareness.

Media Use and Political Awareness
The relationship between media use and political awareness and its effects

on voting preferences was examined. The respondents were asked to indicate
their main source of information on politics and their source of influence on
voting preference.

 Operational Definitions For the purpose of this study, the following
terms were operationally defined:

• Electoral Behaviour: The attitude of the voters which explains how
and why voting decisions are made. It is reflected in the reasons for
their voting preference.

• Voting Preference: It is the party that the respondent favours and
intends to vote for in elections.

• Media influence: The power of the media, like newspaper, radio and
television, to produce an observable response without any apparent
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exertion of force. It is reflected in if, how and to what extent the content
consumed affect the decisions made by the audience

• Media Use: It is the frequency of use of mass media, like newspapers,
radio and television, in terms of daily, few times a week, few times a
month, less often and never. These are subsequently analysed as daily,
often, rarely and never for the purpose of allotting scores.

 • Political Awareness: It is the awareness of the respondents regarding
the various political issues and elections in general. It also includes
their knowledge regarding important legislations.

After analysing the data the following observations were drawn from
this study:

It was found that Village 2 had a greater number of registered female
voters than Village I.  Age-wise both villages had a majority of their population
between the ages of 26-40 years. The working population belonged to the age
group of 41-65 years.  All the respondents in Village 2 were Hindus whereas
in Village 1, majority of the respondents were Hindus but there were
respondents belonging to other religions as well. Village 1 had majority of its
population belonging to the general category whereas Village 2 had a majority
of the respondents belonging to scheduled caste, with general category coming
in a close second.

It was observed that with respect to the educational qualifications, the
majority of the population in both villages had attained an education level
between 6th-12th standard.   However, the analysis also showed that Village 1
had more number of graduates than the other village.  The education level of
the respondents of Village 2 ranged between 1st -5th standard. It was inferred
that respondents of Village 1 had a higher education level than Village 2.

A majority of the population in Village 1 were labourers whereas the
main occupation of Village 2 was found to be farming.  Majority of the
respondents of Village 1 had an income level above Rs 4000 a month whereas
in Village 2 the income level ranged between Rs 3001-4000. The rest of the
respondents had their income level ranging between Rs 2001-3000 per month.
It was inferred that income-wise, Village 1 was economically better placed
than Village 2.
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Media Exposure:
 In both the villages, TV was the most widely used medium.  Newspapers

followed television in terms of use and radio was the least used medium.
However, the percentage of radio users was particularly low in Village 2.

It was inferred that the majority of the population in Village 1 was richer
in media exposure as compared to Village 2.  It was inferred that the level of
media exposure was greater in Village 1 as compared to Village 2.

Sources of Information for Political News:
In both Village 1 and Village 2, majority of the respondents watched

news and current affairs on TV.  However, current affairs programmes were
more popular among the respondents of Village 1.

 In both villages, respondents tuned to radio to listen to music. However,
a small percentage of respondents from Village 1 listened to news and current
affairs on radio whereas this is not the case with Village 2.

 Respondents of both the villages read about politics in newspapers but
while Village 1 the preferred content was national politics. On the other hand,
village 2 respondents preferred local or regional politics. Residents of both
villages showed interest in their local village news but respondents of Village
1 were also interested in sports. It was observed that sports news was not a
priority for Village 2.

Political Awareness:
Majority of the population of both the villages had a medium level of

political awareness as per the index drawn to measure their level of political
awareness through a test. However, a higher percentage of the respondents of
Village 1 had a better level of political awareness than the respondents from
Village 2.

Media Exposure and Political Awareness:
It was observed that over all, respondents from both villages had a

medium level of political awareness. It was also inferred that Village 1 had a
majority of its population as media rich.  Also, 46 percent of the respondents
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of Village 1 had a high level of political awareness. On the other hand, a
majority of Village 2 was media poor with very few respondents having high
political awareness. Thus, the hypothesis stating that the village near Delhi
had a higher media exposure and therefore higher political awareness was
found to be true.

Education and Political Awareness:
 From the inference already made above, it can also be concluded that

the second hypothesis which states that the village closer to Delhi has a higher
education level and hence higher political awareness was also found to be
true.

Influence of the media on Voting Preference and Understanding
Voting Patterns:

 It was observed that majority of the voters in both villages indicated
that they would cast their vote in favour of the BJP. However, Village 1 felt
that some respondents were loyal supporters for AAP as well whereas this is
not the case in Village 2. Hence, in response to the first research question,
despite the fact that the same political party enjoyed majority support in both
villages, it can be concluded that there is a difference in voting preference
between the two. It is also observed that most respondents from Village 1
have made decision of their voting preference based on the information
imparted through the mass media. However, in Village 2, interpersonal
communication played a larger role in influencing voters’ decisions. Hence, a
significant difference was observed in the influence of the media on voting
preferences of the two villages. The second research question can therefore
be answered affirmatively.

 In response to the last research question, it is observed that Village 1
has greater media exposure as compared to Village 2, yet majority of both
villages were in favour of voting for BJP. Hence, it could be concluded that a
higher level of media exposure was not the only factor which led to voting for
a particular party. Though both villages predominantly would vote based on
the candidate’s credentials, a larger percentage of voters from Village 1 were
be considering the political parties as well.
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Views on Infrastructure and Development:

 A major portion of respondents from Village 1 felt that the condition of
their village had remained stagnant for the last five years. However, in Village
2, respondents felt that the condition of their village had improved.  In both
villages, a large proportion of the respondents did not give credit to the current
government for improvement in their condition. While most respondents in
Village 1 feel that a new government could help improve the condition of
their village, a major portion of respondents from Village 2 felt that even a
new government would not work much towards improvement in their
condition.

Inferences:
The following inferences and conclusions were drawn from the study:

It was inferred that there were differential voting preferences between
both the villages. The village with a higher proportion of urban population
preferred to vote in favour of different political parties whereas the other
village preferred to vote in favour of one particular party. The village closer to
Delhi had a major influence of the mass media in deciding to vote in favour of
any political party whereas the village further away from Delhi was influenced
by their participation through interpersonal communication. The study also
indicated higher political awareness among respondents of the village closer
to Delhi. There was also a higher use of differential media among the
respondents of the village closer to Delhi.

The study substantiates within the theoretical framework of the folk-
urban continuum that media use and political participation are
complementary. This research also substantiates the two-step flow model of
Lazarsfeld where it states that the social groups engage in interpersonal
communication for political awareness and voting preferences in the village
further away from Delhi. The interplay between media use and political
awareness was significantly highlighted in the study.

In the backdrop these inferences it was concluded that there are urban-
rural differentials in the patterns of voting behaviour as well as influence of
the mass media.
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5

The Experience of Tranquility in Kalidasa’s
Meghadutam

Enami Chopra

Abstract
     This paper aims to elucidate santa rasa as the predominant primary

sentiment through a close textual analysis of Kalidasa’s narrative poem,
Meghadutam. In the framed narrative of the poem, the protagonist and speaker
(yaksa) of the poem simultaneously acts as a spectator to his own dramatic
monologue resulting in a split in the poem’s topography which neatly divides
the poem into two realms viz. the real/substantive and the imaginary.
Coinciding with these two realms, two different sets of emotions are produced,
that is, one for the speaker-as-spectator and the other for the reader/spectator.
In the poem, the journey that the cloud as a messenger undertakes to inform
the yaksa’s beloved of his well-being is an internalized process in the mind of
the yaksa, so that the rasa as derived from the yaksa’s mental experience
emerges as a suspect category which cannot be pinned down in either of the
sentiments of srngara and karuna. It becomes difficult to predict whether a
substantive reunion of the yaksa and the yaksi will take place because the
poem is open-ended without a mention of the actual reunion between the
lovers. The focal point of the poem is the journey that the cloud-messenger
undertakes in the speaker’s imagination. In this sense, the monologue of the
speaker assumes a lot of importance in the poem and by expressing his
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innermost desires and anxieties to the cloud, the yaksa is partly purged of his
pain. By relating his aesthetic accounts of the twin worlds of the earthly and
the paradisiacal, the yaksa experiences a process of mental penance and
gradually grows wise with the culmination of his reverie. What emerges in
the end is an acceptance of his situation with a new-found understanding
that explains the arbitrariness of life. The ultimate rasa which then emerges
in the text is neither srngara nor karuna, but santa or the tranquil because it is
precisely a tranquility which the speaker develops after a period of eight months
of suffering on Rama’s Hill (a symbol of penitence and purification). By
spending a troubled time on earth, devoid of all superhuman powers, the
yaksa is punished for his transgressions and molded into a sagacious observer
who philosophizes about the inexplicability and absurdity of life. On a
superficial level and as a matter of narratology, the-curse-and-fall motive of
the poem serves as the source (seed) of the journey of the cloud-messenger
(meghadutam) and its consequent erotic and aesthetic experiences on the Indian
landscape. The journey of the cloud-messenger assumes a celebratory tone
which enjoys the cultural and topographical vagaries of the subcontinent and
gradually turns mournful on entering the mythical city of Alaka, where a
sorrowful heart weeps at separation from a beloved. At the very end of the
poem, when the journey of the cloud-messenger terminates with a focus on
the speaker, the tone of the speaker (yaksa) becomes controlled and peaceful,
so that he seems to have grown wiser through the pain of separation from his
beloved and developed patience to tackle life as it unfolds as its own pace.
Therefore, in the end, the reader/spectator experiences the predominant
sentiment of tranquility in the narrative of the poem, which is established
through a new-found peacefulness in the speaker of the poem.

The Paper
Kalidasa, a renowned Classical Sanskrit writer, is widely regarded for

his literary masterpiece, Meghadutam: The Cloud Messenger. Like William
Shakespeare, Kalidasa too borrowed ideas from the realms of history and
myth, and fleshed out a minute thought into a full-fledged plot. The source of
the current poem, Meghadutam, is alleged to be a legend of a certain yaksa
who was cursed and banished into exile by his master, Kuber (God of wealth
in Indian mythology), because the yaksa was smitten by his beloved to the
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extent that he failed to perform his duty of guarding Kuber’s beautiful groves
and gardens (one of his nine treasures). This failure of the fulfillment of duty
and the consequent curse as inflicted by the master upon the yaksa serves as
the bija (seed) of the journey of a cloud in the yaksa’s imagination. However,
Kalidasa’s narrative poem, Meghadutam, departs from where the legend ends
and embarks upon an aesthetic journey as created by the speaker’s imagination.
This imaginative journey of the cloud initiates when the yaksa, crestfallen
and pining for his beloved, ‘observes’ a “cloud embracing the crest of the
hill” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 137) from Rama’s Hill, in the last month
of summer, Asadha (which heralds rainfall and the union of lovers). In the
original text the word used to describe this act of observation on the part of
the yaksa, is praksaniyam, which suggests double meanings. The first meaning
of the word pertains to the act of viewing something spectacular with eagerness
and attention. The second meaning of the word suggests the viewing of a
spectacle or a play. It is the second meaning of the word, praksaniyam, which
is emphasized in the paper, corroborated by the argument that the journey of
the cloud as internalized by the speaker (yaksa) becomes the spectacle which
is viewed by the speaker himself. In this sense, the reader/spectator is
presented with two scenarios in the poem – the first is the substantive scene
in the text viz. that of the yaksa talking to the cloud and urging it to embark
upon a journey from Rama Hill’s (in the Vindhaya range) to the Alaka Nagari
(in Kailasa, Himalaya); and the second is the imaginary expedition of the
cloud as desired and fantasized by the yaksa. It is precisely this journey which
forms the subject matter and major portion of the poem. However, in the
poem, a schism between the two worlds of the real and the imaginary prompts
one to take recourse in the rules expounded in Bharata’s Natyashastra.

Meghadutam has certain features similar to ones in Kalidasa’s celebrated
play, Abhijnanasakuntalam. In Meghadutam, between the terrestrial realm of
the Vindhya Range and the celestial realm of the Himalayan Range, lies the
elemental world of the cloud which makes a detour to the luxuriant cities of
Madhya Pradesh before making an entry into the intended destination. This
tripartite structure of the worldly domains in Meghadutam is quite similar to
the natural (hermitage of Kanava), gilded (Dussanta’s capital) and heavenly
(Mount Kailasa) areas as presented in Abhijnanasakuntalam. Again, in both
the genres one observes that, as Chandra Rajan puts it, the “curse-fall-
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restoration motif” (Chandra Rajan, Introduction to Kalidasa: The Loom of Time,
50) plays a major role in the development of the plot. The failure in the
performance of one’s duty (the yaksa in guarding Kuber’s gardens and
Sakuntala in serving Durvasa) gives rise to an angry indictment in the form of
a curse upon the delinquents. In order to rise above such an accursed state,
the punished go through a process of severe pain and penance before they
can be rewarded in the heavenly world of Kailasa. Though these are some of
the striking similarities between the poem and the play, there are two major
differences too that mark both the texts. In Abhijnanasakuntalam, a reunion
does take place at the end of the play and, therefore, it emerges as a classic
case of a play that exudes srngara rasa. However, in Meghadutam no
substantive reunion takes place between the yaksa and his beloved, which is
why it becomes difficult to define the predominant rasa of the poem in terms
of srngara or karuna. What gets established at the end of the poem is a form of
acceptance of fate on the part of the speaker (yaksa), who by philosophizing
about the arbitrariness of life leads to a tasting of the santa rasa by the reader/
spectator. Herein lays the greatest difference in the two texts and the
uniqueness of the poem.

The speaker-as-spectator hopes to taste srngara rasa by uniting with his
beloved (kanta) and this he does through the faculty of his imagination, because
a physical reunion between the lovers is made impossible by the power of the
curse. Such an imagination is concretized in the form of a cloud which is
deemed worthy and capable of uniting the lover with the beloved in the form
of not only delivering one’s message to the other but also by tasting the pleasures
that the cities, mountains and rivers hold up to it during the course of its
expedition. In this sense, the yaksa derives a vicarious pleasure from the journey
that the cloud undertakes in his imagination and attempts to suck the erotic
sentiment from the entire venture. What is unfortunate is that fate even in
the yaksa’s imagination “will not suffer our [their] reunion” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 162). In this sense, the entire notion of the erotic sentiment is
rendered unavailable in the poem and the reader/spectator along with the
speaker (yaksa) of the poem does not taste the pleasures of the srngara rasa. A
part of srngara is definitely present in the poem, which being vipralambha
srngara or the erotic sentiment in separation. But there is always the danger
of vipralambha srngara transmuting into karuna rasa in case of a failure of a
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reunion between the lovers. Such a catastrophe is possible owing to the fact
that the cloud does not undertake a substantive journey in the poem. Even if
the cloud-messenger was to undertake such a journey, there is always the
danger of “delay while you [it] loiter[s]” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 142)
or the melting of the cloud messenger in the presence of Mahakala or of its
attaining an eternal station as an attendant to the lord. There is likelihood that
the cloud may delay the process of conveying the message to the beloved and
the beloved may die of sorrow. In this sense, the hope of reunion between the
lovers may turn out to be impossible, so that the erotic sentiment in separation
may translate into the pathetic sentiment. Whatever may be the nature of the
ultimate emotion that the lovers are fated to experience, it is srngara rasa or
the erotic sentiment which the speaker aims to derive from his imagination.
To prove this point, some of the places which the cloud visits in the course of
its journey are delineated below.

The cloud’s journey begins from Rama’s Hill which is now identified as
Ramtek in Nagpur, Maharashtra. From this hill, where the yaksa is confined
to a year’s banishment, the cloud wanders to the city of Alaka via Maikhal
Hills (a part of the Vindhaya Range in M.P.) to Citrakuta and Amrakuta, where
the cloud floats above the river Reva (Narmada), to Dasarnas (in modern
Bhopal) and Vidisa to the river Vetravati (Betwa) to Ujjayini to Nirvindhaya,
Sindhu, Avanti, Sipra, Candesvar, Gandhavati, Mahakala (Ujjain), Gambhira (a
river in Malwa), Devagiri, Carmanvati (Chambal), Dasapura (modern-day
Mandasor), Brahmavarta (West of Jamuna and modern Delhi), Ganga near
Kanakhala Hills to, finally, the Himalayas via Krauncha Pass to mount Kailasa
wherein is situated the Alaka Nagari near the Manasarovar lake. We see how
the cloud travels all the way from Maharashatra to Tibet. The direction that
this journey takes is from central and western India to the northern part of
the subcontinent. Hence, the journey is divided into two parts as
corresponding with the central-western and northern terrains. This division
is not presented in the English translation used for this paper. The two sections
as originally devised in the poem are called Purvamegha and Uttaramegha,
where the first means the former cloud and, the second, the subsequent cloud.
It is in the first part of the journey where sambhoga srngara or the erotic
sentiment in union foregrounds. The second part of the journey begins with
a description of the city of Alaka, where resides the beloved who is pining in
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sorrow at the separation from her lover. Therefore, the second section of the
poem swells with vipralambha srngara. In spite of a presence of both the
integrated states of the erotic sentiment in the imaginary journey of the cloud,
the aesthetic experience of the erotic sentiment is rendered incomplete in the
poem because even in his imaginative rendition, the yaksa does not make a
mention of uniting with his beloved. Instead he requests the cloud to inform
his lover of his well-being and console her that he will be back in no time, so
that she takes heart and lives to see the yaksa’s homecoming.

In both the sections of the journey, nature assumes a status of a living
entity and becomes instrumental in dramatizing the voyage of the cloud. The
mountains as nayaks (heroes) and the cities and the rivers as nayikas (heroines)
engage with the main actor, meghaduta, in culling out sambhoga srngara in
the first half of the text and vipralambha srngara in the second half of the text.
But the second half of the poem, as had been pointed out before, has all the
probability of changing the entire mood of the poem from Eros to Pathos in
case of a failure of the reunion of the lovers. Till the time the cloud lingers
over Madhya Pradesh, it dallies with mountain peaks that are “breathing out
burning sighs born of long separation” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 140),
rivers that display “women’s first statements of love” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 144) and welcome the cloud with “dazzling upward leaps of
glittering white fishes bright as water-lillies” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam,
147), and cities that “put on a new beauty at your [its] approach” (Chandra
Rajan, Meghadutam, 142). The lover-beloved concept works at various levels
in the text, which being yaksa and yaksi, clouds and mountains, clouds and
rivers, clouds and cities, clouds and women, men and women, and, finally,
clouds and lightning. The cloud is conjoined with all of these natural images,
so that the theme of the erotic sentiment is underlined in the poem. The
cloud-messenger is allowed to flirt with all and sundry, so that the long-awaited
desire of the speaker to unite with his beloved is partially fulfilled through a
vicarious pleasure that he derives from the spectacle of his imagination. Let
us focus on the Purvamegha section of the text where the first part of the
erotic sentiment, namely, sambhoga srngara gains prominence.

In the first segment of the journey, all the vibhavas or determinants of
sambhoga srngara are enumerated. The first and foremost indication for the
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development of the determinant for the sthayibhava (permanent state of being),
rati (love), is the rainy season, which gets accentuated in the poem. The rainy
season serves as an archetypal cause for all that is bright, beautiful, joyous
and lovable. It is a pleasurable season owing to the fact that rain results in a
bursting of “early buds along the edge of every pool” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 142); the harvest depends on it which makes the rustic women’s
eyes “moist with happiness” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 140); peacocks,
hens and catakas swell with pride at its approach and call for mating; men
and women grow restless and amorous for each other, so that men travelling
far and wide hurry homes to their wives; women adorn themselves with
flowers and gems, and rub their bodies with unguents; Siddhas obtain a “flurry
of unexpected embraces from their beloved wives” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 142); women grow tired “after passion’s ecstatic play” (Chandra
Rajan, Meghadutam, 145); young women venture for a midnight tryst and
young lovers enjoy a “fleeting together-ness” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam,
143); earth’s thirst gets quenched; the temple-dancers obtain “pleasure as from
a lover’s nail-marks” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 146); and all grows
resplendent like “Visnu’s [body] in his cowheard guise, lit up by iridescent
peacock-plumes” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 140). All of the above-
mentioned states serve as typical causes for love to develop and blossom. As a
consequence of love, its effect or anubhava shows in the form of “trembling
at the sound of your thunder”, “eyes moist with joy” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 142), “knitted brows of tremulous wavelets”, “thrilling with
delight at your touch” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 143), “tremulous eyes
of the city’s beautiful women that dart in alarm”, “charming unsteady gait”
(Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 144), “piercing cries of love-maddened saras-
cranes” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 145), “sidelong glances streaming like
a line of honey-bees” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 146), the garment of the
river, Gambhira (which also means a kind of nayika), “slipping off the sloping
bank of her hips, still cling to the reed-branches as if lightly held up by one
hand” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 147), etc. Similarly, the vyabicaribhavas
(the transitory mental states of being) are also present in the form of suspicion
at “Philandering husbands” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam,  146) and
consequent jealousy, anxiety at the arrival of husbands, pride, recollection,
contentment, shame at being caught with one’s lover, unsteadiness, joy,
excitement and impatience. In the light of the above-mentioned vibhavas,
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anubhavas and vyabhicaribhavas, one can claim that till the time the cloud
floats above the cities of central India, it derives immense erotic pleasure which
is not only voyeuristic but also experiential in nature. Thus, the cloud as an
alter ego of the speaker seeks to enjoy the implications of love, and in the
process of doing so, simultaneously, absolves the yaksa of his sins by observing
all of its appointed duties and rituals.

Duty plays a crucial role in Kalidasa’s texts because it serves as one of the
components of dharma. By neglecting one’s dharma, Sakuntala and yaksa are
cursed with repudiation and banishment respectively. Sakuntala is relieved
of her repudiation only when Dussanta performs his duty of a righteous king
by fighting with the forces of Kalanemi and, in the process, incidentally unites
with his beloved, Sakuntala, and their son, Bharata. The cloud-messenger, on
the other hand, can only hope to release the yaksa of his sins because only by
performing its duty of a rain cloud, that brings relief to the distressed, and
by-the-by paying homage at the shrines of Siva and his emanation, Skanda,
can it release the yaksa from the anxiety of separation (if not the banishment
because there are four months still to go before the yaksa’s curse dissolves). In
this sense, a deviation from duty on the part of the protagonists gives rise to
anger (the furious sentiment) on the part of sage Duravasa (who curses
Sakuntala) and Kuber (who banishes the yaksa), and an adherence to the same
leads to a substantive or imagined reunion of the lovers and a fuller realization
of srngara rasa. Conversely, if such duties are not fulfilled, there is always a
danger of a failure of a reunion between the lovers which then prompts the
predominant emotion of the text towards the pathetic sentiment. Such a peril
is hinted at in the second half of the poem, namely, Uttaramegha, where the
tone of the speaker, as opposed to the celebratory tone used in the first segment
of the text, becomes mournful.

The second section of the poem begins with a description of the city of
Alaka and gradually settles into a depiction of the yaksa’s home, where his
wife lives “mourning like a cakravaki her companion far away” (Chandra
Rajan, Meghadutam, 156). The cakravaki is a classic symbol of a painful
separation of lovers. Legend has it that a pair of birds were cursed to spend
nights at opposite ends of a pool and wail out to each other throughout the
night. An analogy of the beloved with the cakravaki immediately draws
attention to her passion for the yaksa, so that on contemplating upon her
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distress, the tone of the speaker grows feverish and pathetic. It is precisely in
this section of the poem, namely, the yaksa’s home, that the erotic sentiment
in separation assumes full force and leads to a climax in the narrative. It is
precisely at this moment when a detailed account of the lover’s disheveled
state is recounted by a delirious yaksa.  The visaya alambana for vipralambha
srngara is the obvious separation of the lovers, where as the uddipan vibhava
is the rainy season and the fantastical setting in the city of Alaka, one from
which the asraya alambana, namely, the speaker, is so far away. The anubhava
of the same manifests in the form of mourning “With the passing of these
long days, racked by intense longing” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 156),
weeping passionately till “her eyes would be swollen and her lips withered by
burning sighs”, forgetting so that the beloved “forgets again and again the
sequence of notes even though she composed it herself”, remembering by
“savouring imagined pleasures of love treasured in her heart” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 157), “longing for sleep, hoping in dreams” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 158) that at last she would be with her lover. But, here again, “a
sudden torrent of tears might wash away these hopes” (Chandra Rajan,
Meghadutam, 158). Hope of reunion is continuously washed away in the poem,
which makes one wonder whether the beloved “seeming like the last sliver of
the waning moon in the eastern horizon” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 158)
may disappear into darkness forever; meaning to say that the beloved may
die before an actual reunion takes place.

One can argue that death can also be considered as a part of srngara rasa
because there is a possibility of the lovers reuniting in death just as Aja unites
with his beloved, Indumati, in Kalidasa’s epic, Raghuvamsham. One can also
claim that an analogy of the beloved with the waning moon can render the
entire question of death unsuitable because the moon after waning, waxes,
and so there is hope of reunion of the yaksa and the yaksi. But there is a flip-
side to this argument. The hill on which the yaksa is banished is fabled to be
the place where Rama lived in exile with his brother, Laxman, and his wife,
Sita. Besides, the beloved is likened to Sita and the cloud messenger to “the
Son of the Wind”, Hanuman (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 161). These
analogies hint at an impossibility of the lovers’ reunion because Rama and
Sita are symptomatic of a chaste couple which exhibits extreme forbearance
through a series of trials and tribulations but, unfortunately, despite a reunion,
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they are eventually forced to separate from each other. In this sense, though,
the “news of husbands brought by a friend are to women the closest thing to
a reunion” may prove to be transient (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 161).

Furthermore, the only empirical reunion with the beloved that the
speaker seeks to achieve is in the forms of “syama-vines”, “gazelles’s startled
eyes”, “face in the moon”, “tresses in the peacock’s luxuriant train” and “the
stream’s small waves”. However, such a union is again apparently incomplete
because the speaker gives an anguished cry saying, “O cruel one! I see not your
whole likeness anywhere in any one thing” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 162).
The fractured image of the beloved as presented in the above-mentioned lines
becomes analogues with the individual consciousnesses as present in the
individual spectators. A union of the lovers can be metaphorically read as a
realization of the ultimate consciousness that expands from the individual
consciousnesses. This idea links with the concept of “Brahmasvadanasahodarah”
which was formulated by Abhinavagupta. The concept of
“Brahmasvadanasahodarah” can be translated as, in Princy Sunil’s words, “Rasa
is akin to the realization of Brahma”. Thus, at a deeper level, the desire of the
speaker (yaksa) to become one with his beloved (yaksi) can be interpreted as
a desire akin to the realization of a higher consciousness in the form of the
eternal principle. This eternal principle can be tasted by either a physical tasting
of the orgasmic pleasure that stems from the sexual act or by a tasting of the
srngara rasa in all its fullness and complexity. Sadly, none of these tastings is
materialized in the poem, so that in the end, all one is left with is a hope of
reunion and not an actual meeting between the lovers. Therefore, the open
ending of the poem balances on two opposing possibilities of Eros and Pathos,
and any of these possibilities is probable owing to the uncertainty of the rain
cloud, which may at any point in time dissolve in its elements of “mists and
light, winds and water” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 138). Hence, the rasa
that emerges in the imaginative world of the poem is incomplete and a suspect
category, and most probably, it is not as important as the rasa which the reader/
spectator tastes in the substantive world of the poem.

As has been pointed out before, the poem is schematized into the twin
worlds of the real/substantive and the imaginary. The real/substantive
constitutes the beginning and the ending of the poem, that is to say, it focuses
on the present condition of the yaksa as one who is “luster dimmed” (Chandra
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Rajan, Meghadutam, 137) and “love-sick” (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 138),
where as the imaginary manifests in the form of the yaksa’s imaginary journey
of the rain cloud between the earthly and the paradisiacal realms. The
imaginative world is what constitutes the major portion of the poem and has
been discussed at length in the preceding paragraphs. It is the real/substantive
world of the poem which will now be briefly touched upon to explore how
the kami-kamarta or ‘passionate’ and ‘sick with passion’ speaker grows wise
and peaceful through his mental outpourings. The entire venture of the
monologue turns into a talking cure whereby the self of the speaker, in
Chandra Rajan’s words, “attains to some measure of understanding that is
more than resignation or sheer acceptance of the inevitable” (Chandra Rajan,
Introduction to Kalidasa: The Loom of Time,72). In the end the speaker devotes
an entire stanza to a philosophical musing:

        But no more of me; reflecting deeply
         I bear up, drawing on my own inner strength;
         you too, lady most blessed,
         should resist falling into utter dejection.
        Whom does happiness always attend
        Or misery always befall?
        Man’s state on earth like the rim of a wheel

      goes down and comes up again (Chandra Rajan, Meghadutam, 163).

This stanza draws attention immediately to the hope of a reunion as
hinted through the image of fortune likened to “the rim of a wheel,” which
will, eventually, turnabout and pull the fortune of the lovers back to zenith.
However, what has been killed by the time the yaksa speaks these lines is the
anxiety that the state of separation entails. The speaker assumes a stoical stance
and abnegates all that is restless, anxious and nervous. In other words, the
sthayibhava of the speaker transmutates from rati to nirveda, so that the ultimate
rasa derived from the poem as a whole is neither srngara nor karuna, but
santa rasa. The whole focus of the poem spins around this new-found
tranquility in the speaker-as-spectator, so that not only does he draw strength
and courage from his inner being, but also resists his lover from “falling into
utter dejection”.
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Chandra Rajan in the introduction to the text, Kalidasa: The Loom of
Time, a Selection of his Plays and Poems, explains this ending very efficiently.
She states the following:

..a curse is also a metaphor for the arbitrariness of life; it points to
that inexplicable, even absurd element that is of the very essence of
life and which is not only beyond explanations and justifications,
but beyond all comprehension…It concretizes that troubling
question which faces every human being at one time or another:
Why did this happen? Why does it have to be so? The curse also
shapes the answer to that question in the form of that uncertain
certitude with which man has to shore up his crumbling faith in
order to survive, call it Fate or Karma or ‘the absurd’, or simple
acceptance—-‘This is how things are; this is life.’ Sakuntala herself
blames her own actions in a former life for her unhappiness in the
present: the Yaksa’s response is acceptance, with the faith that things
have to change for the better (Chandra Rajan, Introduction to
Kalidasa: The Loom of Time, 50-51).

Thus, the yaksa’s acceptance of his fate reflects a tranquility which
necessarily stems from the pain and the suffering he undergoes on Rama’s
Hill. Ramagiri is a powerful symbol of suffering and penance (tapasya), which
is established right at the beginning of the poem and becomes necessary in
the realization of, in Rajan’s words, “learning and growing up; sometimes it is
the only way to gain that maturity which is at the bottom the ability to see life
steadily and as a whole” (Chandra Rajan, Introduction to Kalidasa: The Loom
of Time, 72).

Hence, in the framed-narrative mode of Kalidasa’s poem, Meghadutam,
by studying the protagonist, yaksa, as the seer or spectator of his imaginative
world, the reader/spectator tastes the santa or the tranquil rasa as the
predominant primary sentiment of the poem. Of course, in order to sufficiently
enjoy this rasa, the mental plane of the reader has to be devoid of all obstacles
and correspond with the sthayibhava, nirveda, of the santa rasa. Thus, the
overall sentiment that Kalidasa’s Meghadutam emanates is undeniably that of
the tranquil, because in the framework of the imaginary neither a realization



Journal76

of the erotic sentiment (srngara rasa) nor that of the pathetic sentiment (karuna
rasa) is made apparent. Therefore, the overarching sentiment established in
the poem is, undoubtedly, the santa rasa or the sentiment of tranquility.
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Legitimate Policy Objectives of Multilateral
Trade and Indian Environment Measures
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Abstract : There is a direct link between Trade and Environment. The
agreements of the World Trade Organisation(hereinafter referred to as WTO)
and other intranational bodies like United Nations Commission on Trade and
Development (hereinafter referred to as UNCTAD) mention about concerns
related to environment. However, Environment and Economy have always
been in opposition to each other. Trade requires environment to take a back
seat and environment can be used as a justification for prohibiting trade.
International trade has as one of its objectives the development of the people.
Now does it mean sustainable development? Or the development which is
envisaged in WTO mechanism only development without environmental
concerns?  From Stockholm to Rio, the discussions on environment developed
not only the content of these declarations, but also there has been a great
shaping of world trade policy and an eventual trickling down of trade policies
concerning the environment at the domestic level. This article explores how
and where there is a clash and the necessity to rebuild current law to bring
out a balance.

Keywords: Trade, EIA,  WTO, Environment, Sustainable Development, Hazardous Wastes,
Globalisation, Liberalisation.
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Introduction
Before the advent of factories which came into being in England and

Europe, there was a large scale industrial production for international market
and this did not take factories as base. This phase is referred to as proto-
industrialisation. There was free trade but the concerns of environment were
obviously not present in those times. Then came the  industrialisation period
and the only restriction in trade to least developed countries and the
developing countries was that there was an upper hand of the industrialised
countries. Industrialisation then led to globalisation and the current scheme
of agreements of world trade.

There is a direct link between Trade and Environment. The agreements
of the World Trade Organisation mention about concerns related to
environment. Sustainable development also is recognized in the Agreement
of Marrakesh.1 Several recommendations have been made on the need of the
committee on trade and environment to deal with the link between trade
measures and concerns of the environment. This is to endorse sustainable
development. Environmental dangers do not have a reverence for borders of
nations. Countries have understood that to remove this hazard they should
notify and take advice from the other countries  on various big  projects which
are for consideration which may have  negative environmental impact across
the border. The Environmental Impact Assessment of India relates not just to
its own policies but depends largely on the treatment meted to it by other
countries under the Agreements which are a part of the World Trade
Organisation.

Before the great depression, the policy of the United States and most
other countries was protectionist in relation to trade. That is to say that the
domestic suppliers and tradesmen were supported and imports were restricted
only to those commodities which could not be produced locally. After the
great depression2 the protectionist policy of the United States was meant to
change to a liberal one and the United States was among the first to initiate
trade talks. Environmental concerns were never in focus. All countries wanted
trade to be liberalised for mutual benefit. The theories of Adam Smith and
David Ricardo further boosted the idea of free trade. At this stage the debates
on environment were missing. What was needed was a push to the trade and
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commerce.

The Post liberalisation period saw a great development in the
jurisprudence of the impact of trade on environment but the dispute
settlement understanding of the World Trade Organisation and discussions
in general did not go beyond findings and reporting. The domestic judgments
did not have any persuasive value on the reports of the panels set up for
dispute settlement under WTO and not also in the consultations between
members when objections were raised as to the obligations of the parties and
the related impairment of the right under WTO in relation to free trade. This
was in relation to the first block of countries, namely the developed countries
of yesteryears and also today. Poverty could be alleviated in the second block
of countries only through economic growth.

Environmental Policies as Barriers to Trade
Environmental policies or measures in relation to protection of

environment at the national level are definite barriers to trade. But these barriers
have not been given their due in terms of restricting imports as the panel
reports of these mechanisms only limited itself to the finding of whether there
was any nullification or impairment of the rights of the contracting parties
under the scheme of GATT agreement or the related agreements of the WTO.

All the agreements related to trade under WTO provide for exceptions
to free trade in a country, if the measures a member country takes, are of
such a nature as which fall under the WTO scheme of exceptions. These include
those measures which relate to public health, morality and environment
among others. One Article which stipulates this is Article XX of the General
Agreement on Tariffs in Trade3, GATT in short.

On the other hand, the most significant problems that the country faces
today are concerned with relationship of dilapidation of environment, having
lack of suitable living conditions and its consequences as well as growth of
the nation from an economic perspective. These issues are related to ecological
wealth including air, water and land.  The National Environmental Policy
2006 says

The proximate drivers of environmental degradation are population
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growth, inappropriate technology and consumption choices, and poverty,
leading to changes in relations between people and ecosystems, and
development activities such as intensive agriculture, polluting industry, and
unplanned urbanisation.

Foreign Direct Investment
For development, in contrast to some of the peer countries, India does

not have a financial institution tasked with the singular responsibility of
overseeing national development financing needs. 4 Instead, the Reserve Bank
of India, its central bank, plays a direct role in supporting developmental
activities.

Now trade agreements also talk of Foreign Direct Investment. Right
now a lot of debate on this and the environmental concerns revolves around
the concept that companies would shift their business location to places having
less regulations and purposefully a lot of countries undervalue their
environmental concerns to draw investments from offshore.5

Apart from being a critical driver of economic growth, foreign direct
investment is a major source of non-debt financial resource for the economic
development of India.6  Foreign companies invest in India to take advantage
of relatively lower wages, special investment privileges such as tax exemptions,
etc. For a country where foreign investments are being made, it also means
achieving technical know-how and generating employment.

The Tuna Dolphin Case
The differences between trade agreements and environment legislation

reached disrepute after the 1991 Tuna-Dolphin case, determined in the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.7 While declaring that a American
environmental provision was not at par with U.S. commitments under the
agreement on trade, the Tuna/ Dolphin finding told that trade protagonists
could disagree with the rationale of local and multiparty environmental
legislations, also these differences can be paid attention to by trade tribunals
prejudiced and on the side of the commitments under trade agreements.8

Since the early 1990s, environmentalists have proposed several reforms
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to resolve this conflict. Yet although governments have discussed the proposed
reforms, they have not adopted them in any political agreements.

However, the green protagonists wished for reforming the trade system
in the beginning of the nineties to save environmental legislations at the
domestic level clashing with the general obligations under trade agreements
while taking care not to detroy the principles of which are basic to trade law
and the freedom of trade.  Governments were requested to take on some
reorganization in political agreements but in vain.

National governments surrendered these disputed to the trade tribunals
that helped to create them. Also these pacts made stronger the authority of
these tribunals by declaring that their pronouncement would constantly remain
but for if the parties to the agreements decided otherwise. Opponents
forecasted that the consequence had to be a large number of findings saying
that environmental laws are not in tune with these trade agreements. But a
very powerful of these tribunals, the Appellate Body of the World Trade
Organisation, has done what governments failed to do.

It reached a comprehensive resolution of trade/environment legal
conficts that incorporates most of the proposed reforms.

This tribunal has upturned a lot of components of the Dolphin
understanding of the agreement on trade and had kept away from interpreting
trade agreements in methods that would lead to disputes with environmental
laws, and also hailed suggestions into its considerations by environmental
experts.

This researcher seeks to find if trade agreements have in any way kept
environmental concerns in India on a back foot. Does the environmental policy
of India have enough guard to assess the environmental degradation due to
foreign investments, imports and exports? Whether the policy objectives of
trade clash with or are in tune with the environmental policies of India. Also
the environmental policies have generally been given a back seat when it was
the question of implementing WTO agreements. For example, in the Shrimp
Turtle Case9, in the name of free trade, negated the ability of the United States
to protect the turtles, simultaneously undermining the international
environment and national sovereignty. There were protests by anti globalisation
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campaigners during the Ministerial Conference at Seattle. It is widely
understood that the direct affects of globalisation on the Gross Domestic
Product are remarkable but the concern is of the non economic benefits.10

Of these, some, such as labour rights, might be considered to be a
subject properly of national sovereignty, with each nation bearing
the responsibility of deciding to what extent it wishes to protect its
own labour force, based on its own values, capabilities, and politics.

In relation to the environment and the influence on it there have been
observations that countries intrude into the policies of each other and the
case of sticking their noses into each other’s business is stronger. The reason is
that they all divide up their territories on the same global platform.

The Agreements of WTO
The law of WTO emanates from its agreements which are rules for its

members brought forth after a series of negotiations between them. The
present set of negotiations included a review of the old GATT agreement on
trade law. The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade is presently the norm
setting book for trade in goods. This round also created a scheme for trading
in services, intellectual property, dispute settlement and a review mechanism
for trade policy.

The WTO’s rules are the result of negotiations between the members.
The current set were the outcome of the 1986–94 Uruguay Round negotiations
which included a major revision of the original General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade. GATT is now the WTO’s principal rule-book for trade in goods.
The Uruguay Round also created new rules for dealing with trade in services,
relevant aspects of intellectual property, dispute settlement, and trade policy
reviews.11 The complete set runs to some 30,000 pages consisting of about 30
agreements and separate commitments (called schedules) made by individual
members in specific areas such as lower customs duty rates and services
market-opening. Through these agreements, WTO members operate a non-
discriminatory trading system that spells out their rights and their obligations.
Each country receives guarantees that its exports will be treated fairly and
consistently in other countries’ markets. Each promises to do the same for
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imports into its own market. The system also gives developing countries some
flexibility in implementing their commitments.

Globalization and Environment
The first question is if globalisation has had its impact on the environment

and how far the environmental concerns have should weigh over the policy
of world trade liberalisation. Economic growth definitely is important. Trade
surely contributes to investments and technological growth and eventually
national richness. It also removes poverty and alleviates the condition of the
masses. The nation then becomes capable of taking care of the environmental
concerns too. Many argue therefore that poverty has impact on the
environment and therefore to remove this defect in a nation the liberalisation
of trade is most important. Initially the trade may be bad for water and air
pollution as many would argue, but studies have shown that cross border
trade may not have environmental effects and increase in pollution levels.
Trade has some of its effects through the channel of accelerating economic
growth, because trade contributes to growth analogously to investment,
technological progress, and so on. Although growth is bad for air and water
pollution at the initial stages of industrialization, later on it reduces pollution
as countries become rich enough to pay to clean up their environments.12

Some researchers have recommended border measures to control affects on
environment which do not affect world trade.

Researchers have spoken about extreme form of environmental activist
ideologies which mention that the clock should be turned back to the stage
before industrialisation to reverse the affects of environmental degradation
and man made pollution. They argue that hunter gatherer stage if still existed
in a significant population it would save the environment.13

Committee on Trade and Environment
The committee on trade and environment was created in the 90’s to

understand the relationship between trade and environment and also to push
for sustainable development. It was open to the whole of the membership of
WTO and also had some members were given the observer status. The
committee’s mandate is broad, and it has contributed to identifying and
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understanding the relationship between trade and the environment in order
to promote sustainable development.14

Conflict between MFN and Domestic Environmental Laws
In spite of the fact that the General Agreement controls international

trade, two non-discrimination requirements are at its centre. One, known as
the most favoured nation and the other national treatment standards.  Article I
of GATT requires every member nation not to discriminate between like
products from different trading members.  That is to treat products from all
other countries the equal to the way it treats goods from her most favoured
trading partners. Article III requires each member to accept and treat goods
from other countries no less favourably than it treats its domestic products.

Trade and the Environmental Jurisprudence
Domestically and in relation to domestic traders and businesses the

Environmental Impact Assessment rules have been instrumental in judging
the tradeoff between trade and environment. The rules of the Ministry of
Environment categorize and assess the environment worthiness of the projects
and disputes have been settled by the courts in several cases including Abhilash
Textiles v. Rajkot Municipal Corporation15.  In this case the main question was

Is there any right to carry on business or trade in unregulated
manner and cause nuisance to the public and also become a health
hazard to the society at large? If no, can the petitioners claim any
right to be heard before they are asked to discontinue or prevent
the nuisance?

The court observed this question and held that the fundamental right of
trade is subject to reasonable restrictions under Article 19 itself. If a business
activity becomes a health hazard to the entire society, there is no right on
carry on such business. Though the courts reasoning was good but it was an
anthropogenic approach to dealing with trade. Environmental laws were in
that era repeatedly scrutinised by the Indian Judiciary not from the perspective
of the environment itself but human beings as part of that environment. The
court said
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One cannot carry on the business in the manner by which the
business activity becomes a health hazard to the entire society. The
fundamental right to carry on trade or business is subject to
reasonable restrictions and regulations that may be placed in the
interest of the general public.

Till the beginning of the first decade of 21st century, the imports of
hazardous substances from India were not banned if they were meant for
recycling and a big quantity moved into India through this loophole. The
international trade on hazardous waste was governed by the Basel Convention
to which India was a party.16 Imports of such kind were virtually exempt
from controls. 17

Imports and Environmental Goals
The Foreign Trade Act18 regulates the imports into India. It says in Section

11 (1) that19 “No export or import shall be made by any person except in
accordance with the provisions of this Act, the rules and orders made there
under and the export and import policy for the time being in force.” Under
11 (2) it says “Where any person makes or abets or attempts to make any
export or import in contravention of any provision of this Act or any rules or
orders made thereunder or the export and import policy, he shall be liable to
a penalty not exceeding one thousand rupees or five times the value of the
goods in respect of which any contravention is made or attempted to be made,
whichever is more.20

According to the provisions of this Act, the Government of India can
make and announce Export and Import policy. It can also amend it from time
to time. A policy like this is  chiefly meant for India, as the exports and imports
of goods has a crucial role to play in balancing budgetary goals, as well as in
the economic development of the country. Foreign Trade Policy of India which
is currently for the years from 2015 to 2020 is based on these provisions.

India-US Solar Cells Dispute
In the India US Solar Cells dispute21 the complainant United States

maintained some concerns in relation to the domestic content requirements




